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err HONOURABLE., 


he Marchioneſs Townſhend. 


VIRTUE; repreſented in the cha- 
rafter of the firſt of women, the Mar- 
chioneſs Townſhend, who is poſſeſſed 


| of, all its attributes, enſures, to the Au- 
| thor of this work pardon, for the pre- 


ſumption of ſelecting ſuch a protection 


for ſo trifling a, performance. — Under 
ſuch auſpices, the errors of this little 
work wlll be, aſcribed, 10 che head, not 
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the heart. A perfe&t knowledge of + your 


Ladyſhip's domeſtic life, and public 
character, will acquit me in your own 
opinion, and the world, of flattery, when 
I conſider the Marchioneſs Town- 


ſhend as the faireſt model and example. 
of female ſoftneſs and propriety. Such 


is the perfection of your Ladyſhip's cha- 
rafter, that I find it more hard to copy 


in deſcription, than you have found 1 in 


* realizing in high-fmiſhed pieces there 


are certain fine delicate touches that 


no copyiſt can reach: where I have 
ied! 1 wat refer my female readers 


' — ſhould at leaſt a an in- 


tereſted attention; from the probability 


'of thofe events which compoſe it, with 
Fentiments welk affmulated wirh the cha- 


rater 


rater it produces: there are received 


and adopted opinions on things in ge- 
neral; and we procure for ourſelves the - 
appellation of eccentric characters, if 
we differ widely, i in our rule of conduQ, 
or ideas, on particular occaſions.—1 
intend the incidents to be what have 
all ariſen to characters in the world, as 
far as ſtrong ſuppoſition of the proba- 
. Þ bility of them may venture to aſſure 
this aſſertion. My Hero fhall be bet- 
ter than moſt men, and the refined or- 
nament of human nature.—A virtuous 
and delicate female ſhall be as near 
| perfeftion as Lady Townſhend, who 
Fj ſo ſhiningly diſtinguiſhes and repre- 
| ſents this refined character. N 


Should your Ladyſhip graciouſly 
digg. to read the following pages, 
| it 


1 
© | up 
8 * 
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( vi) 
N it will gratify the higheſt ambition of 
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Ladyſhip's devoted, 
And moſt. obedient, 


mble Servant, . 
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THE AUTHOR. 


MILIS TINA: 
on, 


THE DOUBLE INTEREST. 


CHAPTER I. 


TAE pureſt of all human happineſs, 
the reſult of two , virtuous: well-tem- 
pered minds, rarely interrupted by the 
inevitable evils of this life, had, for 
many years, been the portion of two 
ſuper- eminent. characters, Sir George 
and Lady Berrel, of Trent Hall in 
655 B Dorſet- 


He was educated by a clergyman who 
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Dorfetfhire ; they could look back on 
their paſt days without any keen re- 
grets that embitter recollection, and no 
ſtrong aſſurance had been enforced by 
their-experience that all was vanity and 


vexation of ſpirit, Some uſeful leſſons 


they had acquired at a very early period 
of their lives, which tended very much 
to produce their future enjoyments at a 
more advanced ſtage of their exiſtence 
the refined pleaſures ariſing from the 
ſenſibility of ſoul had not decreaſed. 


Heaven had bleſt them with his 
choiceſt gifts—two children, ſuch as the 
fondeſt parental wiſh could have formed 
them—one year only intervening be- 
tween the birth of Henry and Miliſtina: 
they were happy in their parents* bright 
example of virtue. Henry was a youth 
of ſpirit ; manly, generous, and fincere. 
At ſixteen the virtuous principles of 
the heart were firmly rooted in him. 


had 
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had a living, the gift of Sir George 
Berrel, who, from a perfect and ap- 

proved knowledge of his worth, had re- 

poſed in him the ſacred truſt of an only 
and beloved fon. Mr. Errold was a 
man of good plain underſtanding and 
ſcholaſtic knowledge: faſhion and the 
graces he had never diſtinguiſhed in 
others, conſequently had them not him- 
felf., When a very awkward red-headed 
boy of nineteen, he had conceived a 


* ftrong paſſion for a fair fat girl, the 


daughter of an attorney in a country 
market town. During the years of his 
academical cducation, preparatory to his 
taking holy orders, the purity of his 
paſſion for this dear creature of his 
imagination Preſerved him from the gal- 
lantries of youth, and he retained his 
romantic attachment for this firſt objeQ 
of his affection. He was now arrived at 
that period when he was qualified to 
take upon him the ſacred function; and 
not having the idle avocation that too 

'- often 
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often impede the progreſs of learning 
in our univerſities, he was well ſtored 
with academical knowledge. The point 


of time was now come from whence he 


fondly thought to date the future hap- 
pineſs of his life. Heſter Aberford, 


dear Heſter Aberford, was to exalt all 
his pleaſures, and leſſen all the ſorrows 
of his days !—ſuch dear delights he had 


figured to himſelf were not to be de- 
layed, and he haſtened to the com- 
pletion of them. What the fond lover 
thought all feminine ſoftneſs and ſim- 
plicity, in his broad face divinity was, 
infaQ, genuine ſtupidity. Heſter Aber- 
ford was vulgar and illiterate, and fo 
very deficient in intellect as to be little 
ſhort of an ideot. Hetty brought her 
good Mr. Errold a ſtout ugly child 
every year (the- firſt three after their 


marriage), who, notwithſtanding the 


total neglect of the dawdle their mother, 
throve in dirt. After the firſt fix 
months he diſcovered, to his ſorrow, 
| that 
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aud the prize he had drawn in the lot- 

tery of fortune was merely a pretty- 

face doll, but redtitude of heart kept 

him to the ſolemn promiſe he had made 
ro be only hers. 


Two years after their union, her fa- 
ther died as great a rogue as he had 
lived, and conſequently left Hetty, his 
only child, ten thouſand pounds, to the 
wonder of thoſe good folks who had 
ſo largely contributed to it. Mrs. Er- 
rold died two years after her father, of 
St. Anthony's fire, and left two ſons, 
and a daughter, who, in fact, even 
at their tender age, never had expe- 
rienced maternal care. 


At the moment of her departure, good 
Mr. Errold was ſeverely afflicted, and 
he felt all his early love for this dear 
object of his warm affetion recur 
forcibly to his recollection; but a very 
ſhort time reſtored him, and he con- 

B 3 ſidered 
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fidered her death as no real deprivation 
of home comforts: and happineſs : the 
good family of Trent Hall kindly in- 


fiſted on Mr. Errold's taking up his re- 


ſidence for ſome time in their r hol- 
pitable manſion, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, II. 


"FHREE months were Mr. Errold and 
his children the welcome gueſts of Trent 
Hall, and at his return to the parſonage, 
to which Sir George Berrel had ap- 
pointed hams he EQN bis 2 1851 under 
his care. 


2 ”—_ this time his ſiſter, the lovely Mi- 

liſtina, was fifteen: this tender plant had 

been preſerved and nurtured to its per- 

fektion, by unwearied care and attention 

of the model of human perfection, the 
beſt of mothers, from whom ſhe had 
imbibed virtues of an exalted nature. 
The doctrine ſhe inculcated ſhe rigidly 
praQtiſed, and in her lovely daughter 
faw the early fruit of good example; in 
| 2 father, Miliſtina was as truly bleſt: 


2 i 8 : - 1 
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from him ſhe acquired a more than fe- 
male firmneſs and ſtrength of mind; to 
accompliſh and perfect that mind, he 
referred me to what he uſed to ſay bet- 
ter expreſſed his ideas of perfection 


than any language in which he could 
dreſs 1 it. 


4 Give ear, 4 ane of love, to 
the inſtrutions of prudence, ' and let 
the precepts of truth fink deep in thy 
heart; ſo ſhall the charms of thy mind 
add luſtre to the elegance of thy form, 
and thy beauty, like the roſe it reſem- 
bleth, ſhall retain, its ſweetneſs when its 
bloom is withered. . 


« In the ſpring of thy youth, in the 
morning of thy days, when the eyes of 
men gaze on thee with delight, and Na- 
ture whiſpereth in thine ear the meaning 
of their looks: Ah! hear with caution 
their n We e well thy 

Nd | heart, 
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heart, nor liſten to their ſoft erb- 
ſion. 

7 Remember thou art made man's 
reaſonable companion, not the ſlave of 
his paſſion; to aſſiſt him in the toils of 
life, to ſooth him with thy tenderneſs, 
and recompenſe his care with ſoft en- 
dearments. | 


« Who is ſhe that winneth the heart 
of man, that ſubdueth him to love, and 
feigneth i in his lr | 

„ Lol! anda ſhe walketh in maiden 
ſweetneſs, with innocence in her mind, 


and modeſty in her cheek.. 


Her hand ſeeketh; employment, her 
foot delighteth not in gadding. K 


„ She is cloathed with 1 ſhe 
is fed with temperance; humility and 
| B 5 | meek- 
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meekneſs are as a crown of glory eir- 


_ cling her head. 


* On her caged dwelleth wake; the 
ſweetneſs of honey floweth from her 


lips. 


„ Decency i is in all her words; in her 
anſwers are mildneſs and truth. 


ec W and obedience are the 
leſſons of her life, and peace and happi- 
nels are her reward. 


« Before her ſteps walketh prudence, 


and virtue attendeth at her right hand. 


Her eye ſpeaketh ſoftneſs and love; 
but diſcretion with her 1 b ſitteth 
on her brow. 7 


The tongue of the licentious is dumb 
in her preſence; the awes of her virtue 
keepeth him ſilent. 


« When 


* 
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« When ſcandal is buſy, and the fame 
of her neighbour is toffed from tongue 
to tongue, if charity and good-nature 
open not her mouth, the r ps: of Hence ; 
reſteth on her lips. ny 


« Her breaſt is the Wang of "RY 
neſs, and therefore ſhe n, no 
: evil 1 in others... 


” „Happy were PR man that ſhould. 
make her his wife; happy the child that 
mall call Hey-mother, 


« She preſideth in the houſe, and 
there is peace; ſhe commandeth with 


ae and is rr Lees 


She ariſeth in the morning, the con- 
ſiders her affairs, and appointeth to every 
one their proper baten 


« The care of her - family is her whole 
delight; to that alone ſhe applieth her 
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ſtudy; and elegance vith amn. is 
lern in her minen 
351 - al 5 her management 
is an honour to her huſband, and he 
heareth her praiſe with a ſecret delight. 
5 She.-informeth the minds of her 
children with wiſdom ; ſhe faſhioneth 
their manners from the example of her 
own goodneſs. | 


© The words of her mouth is the law 
of their youth ; the motion of her eye 
commandeth their obedience. 


« She ſpeaketh, and her ſervants fly; 
ſhe pointeth, and the thing is, done: 


- 


for the law of love is in their hearts 


her kindneſs addeth wings to their feet. 


« In proſperity ſhe is not puffed up : . 
in adverſity. ſhe healeth the wounds of 
fortune with patience, 


ce „The 
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The troubles of her huſband are 


alleviated by her counſels, and ſweetened 


by her endearments; he putteth his heart 


* her boſom, and receiveth comfort. 


MN His is PM man that hath made 
her his wife, happy the child that call- 2 
eth her mother. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


AT the diſtance of four miles from 
Trent Hall, in a ſituation beautiful by 
nature, and highly embelliſhed by art,. 

lived the Earl and Counteſs of Farn-- 
borough.. Larlingford Caſtle had de- 
ſcended from father to ſon in the ſame 
line for many generations, but from its 

preſent poſſeſſor it had received all its 
modern taſte; at the ſame time that an- 
cient magnificence was not baniſhed, he 
had relieved the heavy ſplendour of his- 
anceſtors by embelliſhments of modern. 
taſte. 


It was an immenſe pile of building, 
and the wealth of its owner made it the 
* abode of old Engliſh hoſpitality with- 
out its ancient forms. 7 


Lord 
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Lord Farnborough had a great re- 
tinue, all which moved as by clock. 
work; the ſtrict regularity of this man- 
fion was very oppreſſive to all his Lord. 


ſhip's gueſts: his charatter' to outward 


obſervation was that of the Old Engliſh 
Baron, and nothing but royal ſuperiority 
could make him bend from the ſolemn 


_ dignity of his high and ancient nobi- 


lity : he was a man of few words, but 
thoſe were emphatical and to the point ; 

he was moſt honourably juſt, but was 
ſo oſtentatious in the diſplay of all his 


'virtues as almoſt to obſcure their value 
by his aſſumption of them; his temper 


was ſuſpicious and impetuous ; no pub. 
lic or private act of his life had been 
highly reprehenſible, but all his good 
ones had been clouded by oftentation, 


- and that too often en them. 


In his marriage be had W great 
family alliance, and almoſt without par- 
tiality he had united himſelf 10 the 

eldeſt 
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eldeſt daughter of the Earl of North- 
wick, the Lady Harriet Riſborough; 
who was, even in youth, far from hand- 
fome ; ſhe had a good underſtanding, 
was accompliſhed and perfectly well 
bred; and had a perfect knowledge of 
the world in its higheſt circles, in which 
ſne had always moved. Lady Harriet 
was eight and twenty when ſhe married 
his Lordſhip, who was near forty—a 
very handſome man. He vas a moſt 
polite huſband, but had his gallantries, 
which he happily concealed, from the 


knowledge of the Counteſs, as he was 


only unfaithful to her: the months that 
he paſſed in that hateful ſcene of pro- 
fligacy, London. He had one ſon, the 
Viſcount of Severn, who had never 
quitted his parents but to mix in that 
world. that had moſt completely cor- 
rupted his morals: he had been edu- 
cated by a tutor—a cringing ſycophant; 
he winked at the faults and follies of his 
ſon, to whom he looked up to as his 
g future 
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future patron, and worldly friend. 
Under ſuch an imaginary protector, his 
father left the abſolute guidance of his 
only ſon :—that he had an heir to his 
ancient title was to him the ultimate 
ſatisfaction he deſired from having a 
fon; and, from the Viſcount's infancys 
he wiſhed him to feel his ann con- 
Feen | 
2 Rat bd 2004 E 
4 hd eight years of age the young) 
Lord, attended by his tutor Mr. Ge- 
rald, and his groom, were ſuffered to 
ride in the park; and he very ſoon felt, 
in full force, the double honours of 
preſent Viſcount and future Earl of 
Farnborough, though apparently very 
far removed from his poſſeſſion by the 
ſtrength of conſtitution of the Earl. 


With this noble family of Larling- 
ford Caſtle, Sir George and Lady Berrel 
were formally acquainted. The Viſ- 
count ein. n the admiring neigb- 

bourhood 
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bourhood of Trent Hall, ſuch a 8 
picture of the reſplendent beauty of our 
lovely Miliſtina as excited his anxious 
wiſh to be properly introduced to the 
favourite toaſt of the country: with very 
eaſy perſuaſion he induced his mother, 
who had no wiſh but that of gratifying 
thoſe of her Lord's and darling fon's, to 
give a ball of general invitation to alb 
the neighbourhood at Larlingford Caſtle, 
on the promiſe of indulging his mother 
with his company for a fortnight. The 
Counteſs, with her uſual wiſh to pleaſe 
and oblige Lord Severn, prepared. molt 
willingly the neceſſary. decorations. for 
the intended ball; to which all the 
neighbourhood were invited, almoſt with- 
out a diſtintion, as the Earl's firſt wiſh. 
was to be very popular in the country. 


Lord Severn invited all his London 
acquaintance, many of whom - were in 
the army, and many puppies of no diſ- 
1 but that of idleneſs and diſſi- 
| | pation, 
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pation, which made them fit company 
- for Lord Severn, who. ſeldom came to 

Larlingford Caſtle without one or two 
to ſupport him from the ſtupor he pro- 
feſſed to feel when a trio at Larlingford 


Caſtle. His Lordſhip had ſome ac- 
quaintance in the higheſt circles, and 


thoſe he ſelected to accompany. him on 


bis viſits to the Earl and Counteſs, 
To be preſent at the intended ball, Lord 
Severn and a large party arrived at 
Larlingford to dinner, on the imme- 


diate evening of the ball: by nine 
o'clock the great gates of the lodge 


were fet open, the. lodge illuminated, 
and the gateway itſelf with coloured 


lamps; the preparations were conducted 


with great expence and magnificence z 
the decoration of the ball-room were 


of lilac and ſilver, with wreaths of 


pendant feſtoons of filver foil roſes: 
the company reflefted by fine looking · 
_ glaſſes on each ſide of the room, which 
produced the effet of three ſets of 


dancers 


K 
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dancers—the length of each fixty feet 
long. All the firſt people in the coun- 
try were preſent, and a great aſſembly 
of beautiful women, the firſt of thoſe 
our lovely Miliſtina, who, attended by 
Sir George, Lady Berrel, and Mr. 
Berrel, arrived in the evening: her 
beauty was of that brilliant character as 
to arreſt, for ſome time, each eye that 
beheld her, and was ſo powerfully at- 
trative as to produce the expreſſions of 
all the company's admiration ſo forcibly, 
as, if poſſible, to add to her beauty, by 


fixing the bluſh for the t on her 
fair cheek. | 


| The next intereſting charaQter was 
Mrs. Sheffield, who, contrary to the 
ſuggeſtions of her own heart or inclina- 
tion, was united to a man of good 
fortune, a foxhunter, and not ſo formed 
as to eſtimate the value of the gem he 
was in poſſeſſion of. He had ſeen her 
at the country races; had danced with 
| her; 
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her; and wiſhing for ſome time, as 
he expreſſed it, © the. convenience of 
having a wife to ſave him ſome trouble,“ 
he propoſed to the lady, to the joy of 
her family, and was reluctantly received 
by her as her future huſband. For- 
tunately her heart had formed no pre- 
vious attachment, and, if it was not Mr. 
Sheffield's, it was not in the poſſeſſion 
of any other: ſhe was all that was in- 
tereſting the refinement of feminine 
ſoftneſs; a mild reſignation was marked 
on her Madona face: happy ſhe could 
not be in the ſociety of her deſtined 
huſband. | | 


To return tothe ball—Dancing began 
at eleven Lord Severn opened the ball 
with Lady Elizabeth Walder. As ſoon 
as the ſet was out, Lord Severn, with 


his uſual toniſh confidence, - TE 
our fair beauty: 


14 4 GW 31014 120 = 44211 


“I hope 
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© I hope the roads from Trent Hall 
to Larlingford are improved fince laft 
ſummer, when, as I recollect, they were 
moſt intolerable; may I hope for the 
honour of dancing the two next dances 
with Miſs Berrel?” The uſual dignity 


of her manner aſtoniſhed Lord Severn, | 


who expected a very different addreſs, 
expreſſive of the pleaſure of his ſeleQion 
of her in the dance would have pro- 
duced: ſhe, being diſengaged, accepted 
his offer, and they danced two dances, 
when he was ſo much pleaſed with the 
attention his fair partner attracted, that 
he very unwillingly relinquiſhed her 
hand, but he determined not to reſume 
the dance. He paid marked attention to 
Sir George and Lady Berrel, and 
brought the Counteſs with him to join 
him in his expreſſions of admiration of 
the beauty of Miſs Berrel. Sir George 
was too well acquainted with the cha- 
racter of Lord Severn to be pleaſed 

W . with 
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with his admiration of his daughter | 
Lady Berrel had made it a rule never 
to quit her charge in any mixed com- 
pany ;—the eye of anxious affection 
followed her in the dance. | 


The Earl was not inſenſible 1 to the 
admiration Miſs Berrel's beauty called 
forth, and, relaxing in a degree from his 
| ſelf-conceived exalted eminence; he ad- 
dreſſed Miliſtina moſt courteouſly, fix- 
ing his eyes on her, and, like all great 
men, ſaid a few nothings; hoped ſhe 
did not find it diſagreeably crowded in 
the dance, and expreſſed his pleaſure at 
ſeeing her at Larlingford Caſtle. To 
which ſhe, wich unembarraſſed eaſe, 
faid—*© We all, as dancers, are indebted 
to Lady Farnborough and your Lord- 
ſhip for the entertainment and ſe 
ariſing from fach a W 

| iff (534 ; 

This naekbe teh of a porfon 
whoſe beauty gave her conſequence was 

flattering 
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flattering to the Earl.— Mr. Berrel was 


forcibly attracted by the pretty Mrs. 


Sheffield, danced with her, and thought 


he had never attended to a female voice 


with ſuch delight; her enchanting ſoft- 


neſs accorded with his manly gentle neſs: 
he was a great admirer of that deſcrip- 
tion of beauty which has virtue in every 
trait: ſuch was the character of Mrs. 
Sheffield. 


Mr. Berrel had the moſt tender and 
delicate attention to women in general, 


and when he met with an intereſting ob- 


jeQ, he was rivetted: he was adored at 
Trent Hall, and all who had the happi- 
neſs of knowing this exalted pattern of 
man juſtly eſteemed and valued bis me- 
rits and virtues. | 
Mrs. Sheffield was exaAly, the model 
of perfection he had formed to himſelf, 
and often deſcribed to his fiſter as a dan- 
TA object to be encountered, and in 
11 this 


/ 
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this inſtance, alas! this object was the 
wife of another, who knew not the prize 
he poſſeſſed. Mrs. Sheffield was in a 
very delicate ſtate of health, the leaſt 
exertion was prejudicial to her feeble 
frame: the fatigue of dancing had ſuch 
an effect, that Mr. Berrel had with ſome 
difficulty placed her in a chair beſore 
ſhe fainted. As the partner of her bro- 
ther, Miliſtina was the firſt who per- 
ceived his diſtreſs, and the ſituation of 
Mrs. Sheffield: ſhe. quitted the dance 
; ſhe was going down, and flew to her 
ſupport, and ſoon, by the unremitting at- 
tention of Mr. Berrel and his ſiſter, ſhe 
recovered. Mr. Sheffield was at that 
moment literally going over the ground 
he had been hunting for the laft three 
weeks, and was with a party of deter- 
mined ſporiſmen holding forth to them on 
the ſuperior merits of his pack, when a 
gentleman who was paſſing ſaid, A lady 
has fainted, let us open the window.“ 


Vo Ls I, C ; Mr. 
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Mr. Sheffield was too eager in his 
ſports to have any vacant attention, till 
his party one by one were drawn from 
him by curioſity to fee who the faint- 
ing fair one was, when Mr. Sheffield diſ- 
covered it was his wife; when, moſt coolly 
going acroſs the room, he went up to 
her, faying, © She is recovered; but how- 
ever, Harriet, we had better be off be- 
fore you faint again: I will ſee for the 
chaiſe: it will ſuit me much better to go 
before ſupper, as you know I go to 
Longbroom Cover to-morrow.*” — So 
ſaying, he left her, and ſhortly after re- 
turned to inform her the carriage was 
day; | . 


Mr. Berrel moſt reluctantly reſigned 
this ſweet woman to ſuch a protector; 
after handing her to her carriage, he re- 
turned ſo much engroſſed by the regret 
he felt at the lot of an unfortunate be- 
ing, formed to have been the ultimate 
bleſſing 
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bleſſing of a man deſerving of her, loſt | 
to an animal whoſe reſidence ſhould 
have been confined to his kennel, 
that he did not feel inclined to.dance. 


4 


Folding doors at the bottom of the 


dancing-room were thrown open; two 


magnificent rooms, with a ſumptuous 
ſupper, and a fine band of muſic. Lord 
Severn placed himſelf on the ſide of 
Miliſtina, and his converſation in a 
quarter of an hour confirmed her then 


well-grounded-afſurance that Lord Se- 


vern was only what he had often been 
preſented to her to be. ; 


Her partner was a youth unknown, 
whoſe natural ſhyneſs was increaſed by 
his Lordſhip's loquacity, which was be- 
come painfully tireſome to Miliſtina 
ber own ſuperior underſtanding gave 
her a hateful contempt for the more 
than deficiency of Lord Severn, and 

C2 | ſhe 
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- ſhe ſaw Lord Farnborough riſe from 


the ſupper with delight. They danced 
till five o'clock, when the 1 
ſeparated. | | 


_ CHAP. 
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'Two days after the ball Lord Se- 
vern drove Lady Farnborough to Trent 
Hall in his phaeton and four, which he 
| hoped would have arreſted the attention 
of Miliſtina. Lady Farnborough was 
fo devoted to her ſon, that his will was 
as much her law as that of the Earl's. 


Sir George Berrel was not at home 
when the Viſcount did him, as he con- 
ceived, the honour of a viſit, but 
Lady Berrel and her ſon received hem. 
The mind and ſentiments of Mr. Berrel _ 
were fo totally oppoſite to thoſe of 
Lord Severn, and his gentlemanly-po- 


liteneſs ſuch a contraſt to the important 


eaſe of the Viſcount's addreſs, as ſoon 
to create a mutual diſlike, Lord Se- 
"Sy - vern 
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vern immediately enquired after Mi- 
liſtina, with the full aſſurance that Lady 
Berrel would ſend to inform her of the 
arrival of the noble viſitants, but in this 
hope his pride was diſappointed. Lady 
Farnborough hoped for the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her beautiful daughter, who had 
ſo much contributed to grace and or- 
nament her ball, but this failed of pro- 
ducing the deſired effeti. Lady Berrel 


was ſenſible of the honour ber Ladyſhip 


did her daughter, but did not ſend for 
her, as ſhe well knew Miliſtina would 
have derived no pleafure from the in- 
terruption of Lord Severn's viſit; and 
not being well acquainted with Lady 
Farnborough, her appearance her mo- 
ther thought would have implied a wiſh 
on her part that Lord Severn ſhould 


ſee her beauty bear the teſt of dhe 


brighteſt light. 


Lady Farnborough and her ſon ſoon 


took their leave, naming a day when 
they 


r 
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ha might hope for the honour of the 


family of Trent-Hall's company to 


dinner, before Lord Severn's return to 


town, which her Ladyſhip regretted 
would be very. ſoon; to which Lady 
Berrel could not, in the abſence of Sir 
George, accept or decline. They had 
not left Lady Berrel long before a 


Chaiſe and four ſtopped at the door, 
and the elegant form of Mrs. Sheffield 


alighted from it, who enquired for Miſs 
Berrel, who inſtantly and moſt willingly 
met her. The apparent indiſpofition 
which appeared, in a heQic bluſh, on 
the cheek of Mrs. Sheffield, intereſted 


the moſt particular enquiry after her 


health from Miliſtina—to which ſhe re- 
plied “ I have done myſelf the honour 
of paying my reſpeQs to Miſs Berrel, 
to expreſs my ſenſe of obligation to 
you for your kind concern and atten. 
tions to me the night of Lord Farn- 
borough's ball, when my vain attempt 


to dance cauſed you ſo much trouble 


C4 and 
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and kind concern; indeed, Miſs Beret, 


I have not recovered the ill effects of 
my indiſcretion, having kept my room 
from that time. | 


7 55 Sorry am I to ſay your too delicate 
appearance, Mrs. Sheffield, juſtifies your 
calling any exertion an indiſcretion; 
your indiſpoſition alarmed my brother, 
who has not forgiven himſelf for having 
been in ſome meaſure inſtrumental, by 
ſuffering you to go down ſo many 


couple; he is coming himſelf to aſſure 


| you of the 1 he feels.“ 


Mir. Berrel was too evidently pleaſed 
to ſee that his fiſter's viſitor was the 


intereſting Mrs. Sheffield —pleaſure was 


expreſſed in his features when he ad- 
dreſſed her, confirming ſtrongly what 


Miliſtina had juſt ſaid; to which Mrs. 


Sheffield aſſured him, that, on the con- 


trary, ſhe thought herſelf fortunate in 


* engaged to ſo conſiderate a part- 
ner. 


4 as 
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ner. They then joined in-converfation 


on the ball at Larlingford Caſtle, and 
gave their opinions of the inhabitants; 
Mr. Berrel ſaying, ſmiling to his ſiſter, 

« Lady Farnborough and the all-accoms- - 
pliſhed Viſcount have juſt left us, and 
you did not honour them with your 
appearance; but you know, my Mi- 


liſtina, how highly I reſpe& your diſ- 


cernment—I know your opinion of 
Lord Severn,” —© Surely, brother, you 
do not give this as a proof of my nice 
diſcernment, for, in this inſtance, the 
well-known character of Lord. Severn 
precludes the leaſt exertion of it. 


Mrs. Sheffield ſaid—* Though I am not 
ſo happy as to have had a long ac- 


quaintance with Miſs Berrel, I am per- 
ſuaded Lord Severn is one of the laſt 
men that could attract her gracious at- 
tention; for. the little. that is to be 
known of people in mixed company 
was ſufficient to ſhew his Lordi; 


the ſame light to me that Miſs: 1 0 


Cs 
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ſaw him.” —* But do you know,“ ſaid 
Mr. Berrel, © that we are all preſſingly 
invited to dine at Larlingford Caſtle 
before the Viſconnt leaves the coun- 
try ??* — Knowing it, my dear brother, 


I derive no pleaſure from it; and unleſs 


it is the particular wiſh of my father 
and mother, ſhall not be one of the 
party, as you know my diſhke to a 


formal dinner;—ceremony and the Earl 


of Farnborough are fo inſeparably umted, 
that they can never be divided.” 


Mrs. Sheffield took her leave, hoping 
to be permitted to cultivate an ac- 
quaintance, from which ſhe promiſed 


herſelf ſuch permanent pleaſure ——On 


her departure, Mr. Berrel expreſſed his 
admiration of this lovely woman ſo 
ſtrongly, that Miliſtina ſaid—* My 
deareſt brother! on your account, 
knowing your ſentiments, I ſhould de- 
clig-all intimacy with Mrs. Sheffield: 
would not for the world be in- 


ſtrumental, 
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ſtrumental, in the ſmalleſt degree, to 
promote what can only enſure miſery 
eternal to my beloved Henry!“ 

Indeed, my dear ſiſter, you are very 
ſerious; my admiration is a mixture of 
pity and eſteem!“ To which ſhe re- 
plied—* Two of the moſt dangerous 
ſentiments for your future peace that 
could be united —it is the foundation 
of friendſhip, and the ſtrongeſt allure- 
ment in love. Remember, my Henry, 
there are ſtages even in our affections, 
but rapid are the tranſitions from diſ- 
tant views to a near approach; but, 
moſt fortunately, you are not likely to 
be thrown into the ſociety of Mrs. 
Sheffield, which is your ſecurity.” — 
„Really, my Miliſtina, you are \ very 
much in earneſt ; nothing i is more kind, 
in ſome inſtances, than to alarm—it 
is the firſt ſtep, which is ever to be 
regretted.” — The entrance of Lady 
Berrel put an end to the ang 
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CHAP. V. 


Lob Severn's heart was not ſo 
formed as to have true attachment to 

any human | being—ſelf was his firſt 
conſideration, and it was one of his 


golden rules to gratify every wiſh and 
propenſity; and moſt unhappily for him, 


he never conceived that true happineſs 


and peace of mind could only ariſe 


from the pure ſource of virtue. He 


admired Miliſtina's face and perſon, and 


farther he had never conſidered with 
his. ideas: mind and ſeul had no at- 
traction for him—he was hardly con- 


ſcious he was in poſſeſſion. of either 


himſelf. 


Unfortunately for Miliſtina, her beauty 
had captivated him, and exceeded his 


expectations; 
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expeQations ; and he had formed the 
immediate intention of marrying her.— 
Not for a moment doubting of her ac- 
cepting ſo brilliant an offer, haſty and 
impetuous, he very abruptly mentioned 
his intention to the Earl, by ſaying— 
% know it has long been your Lord- 
| ſhip's wiſh I ſhould. form a proper al- 
liance in point of family, and in this 
reſpect I hope the lady I have fixed on 
. will meet your fulleſt approbation?“ 
As high rank was the firſt confideration 
with. Lord Farnborough, he thought the 
happy lady his ſon had honoured with 
his choice was Lady Elizabeth Walder, 
- and, in his own mind, highly approved 
the propriety of rank as an Earl's 

_ daughter, but was delighted with this 
firſt proof of implicit obedience in his 
fon, as Lady Elizabeth was plain, and 
very fat; but Lord Severn ſoon un- 
deceived him, by naming the object; 
to which the Earl frown'd, and ſaid 
In point of wy” do you think the 


daughter 


„ 
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daughter of a Baronet a proper al- 


liance for the Earldom of Farnborough? 
Remember, Lord Severn, that on you 
depends the fupport of our dignity ; 
and you muſt not, as Viſcount, commit 
a folly that in future you will conſider 


in the ſmalleſt degree derogatory to the 


high rank which by my grandfather, 
father, and myſelf, have been unſul- 
lied! To which his obſtinate ſon, 
who had never before had his will con- 
trolled, replied “ I am ſorry your 
Lordſhip does not approve my choice ; 
for, if I do not marry Miſs Berrel, I 
am determined to be the laſt of the 


noble line of Farnborough !'*—Shortly 


after this declaration he quitted Lar- 
lingford Caſtle, leaving the Earl very 
ſolemnly angry. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Mas. Sheffield had only one ſurviving 


relation, a brother of three and twenty, 


in the army, who had a moderate for- 
tune, but with good expeRations of a 


large debt to his father being in the 


courſe of a few years paid in to his heir, 


the preſent Mr. Churchill. He was a 
very promiſing young man, was highly 

ſpoken of in his profeſſion and cha- 
raQter, very much reſpetted by the ami- 


able part of mankind; the ſtrongeſt like- 


neſs prevailed between the —_— ang 

W W 
Mr. Churchill was an uncommon fine 
young man, very high ſpirited, amiable 
in his diſpoſition, but unfortunately had 
inherited from his father an impetuous 
temper ; 
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temper; he was ſometimes very haſty 
for the moment, but it ſoon ſubſided, 


and onall occaſions was by his own ex- 


ertions withheld and ſubdued: he had 
the ſtrongeſt affection for his ſiſter, which 


was heightened by the concern he felt 


that ſhe had been ſacrificed by the wilt 
of her parents to a man he deſpiſed, and 


would never call brother; his own ge- 
nerous mind diſdained the ſordid rea- 
| ſons which had weighed withthis father 
in this match, and he ſincerely wiſhed _ 
his ſiſter had been fingle, and left to his 
care and protection, when ſhe ſhould 


more than ſhare with him in all he-pol- 
ſeſſed, and would have been his firſt of 
pleaſures to have ſought out a man wor- 


| thy of ſuchaprize. He loved her too 


well wholly to reſign her to her hateful 


huſband; he had always a watchful eye 


on her, and too plainly ſaw ſhe was un- 
happy, though a regret had not ever eſ- 
caped her even to her brother, and ſhe 
Ae avoided peaking of Mr. Shef- 
beld. 
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geld when alone with kb brother bis 
military buſineſs did not allow of his 
| paſſing much time with Mrs. Sheffield 
and indeed he did not wiſh to be the 
gueſt of her huſband for ary: N gn - 
e N | 


| All ative i pirited young men are fond 

of all field ſports, and the only pleaſure, 
independent of that ariſing from the ſo- 
ciety of his fiſter, was in joining the 
hunt, which, as it was under the imme- 
diate inſpeQion and care of Mr. Shef- 
field, was well appointed ; his pack was 
compoſed of the beſt hounds that mo- 
ney and indefatigable ſearch could pro- 
cure. Very early in the hunting ſeaſon 
Mr. Churchill paid an unexpetted viſit 
to his ſiſter at Oak Cover, the name 
Mr. Shetheld had given to his purchaſe 
in a woody. vale, in an open hunting 
country, whoſe rigid blaſt to the north. 
| pres it the unfiteſt reſidence for a deli- 
cate woman ; but there her fate had 

bxed 
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fixed her, and from the happy reſources 


of her own mind her chief amuſement 
enn 


On \ Mr. Churchill's arrival he found 
a very large hunting party at Mr. Shef- 
field's, and all the moſt determined 


ſportſmen. Mr. Sheffield had pleaſure 


in ſeeing him as one more of his well- 
conducted hunt: he never ſuffered any 
of his friends to go into the field out of 
his hunting uniform. The firſt expreſ- 
fion of his joy at ſeeing Mr. Churchill 
was manifeſted by—< William, I hope 
you have brought your uniform; we 
ſhall have.a damn'd fine run to-morrow 


l hope your hunters are in good wind. 


Mr. Churchill interrupted him, by 
anxious enquiries after the health of his 


ſiſter, expreſſing his concern at hearing 


ſhe had been very unwell—to which 
be rephed—* Why ſhe is ſtout enough 
now, but ſhe would be playing the fool, 
and rin in Lord Farnborough's 

damn'd 
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damn'd hot room made a faint of it— 

caught cold and laid herſelf up for 
three or four days; but I haye heard no 
complaint ſince, and for what I know the 


is very well now; but let her anſwer wy 
en for here ſhe is. | 


| 3 Sheffield flew to . arms of her 
beloved brother, and Mr. Sheffield leſt 
them.— After many anxious enquiries 


between the brother and ſiſter, with the 


moſt affectionate aſſurance from Mrs. 
Sheffield of, the delight his unexpected 
viſit gave her, they talked of the few 


neighbours Mr. Churchill knew, and. 


of the family at Larlingford Caſtle and 
Trent Hall, when Mrs. Sheffield aſked 


him if he had ſeen the ſweeteſt woman 
in the world, the beautiful Miſs Berrel— 

to which he replied—* Her fair fame 
and beauty has reached my ears, but 1 
- have not yet ſeen her:—it is a pleaſure 
that awaits me through you, my Harriet; 
but after what you ſay of her, perhaps 


I had 
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I had better not ſee her.. An accident 
which I have not time to mention 
ſhewed her in the brighteſt colours in 
which one ſtranger can behold another, 
in that of kind concern and tender at- 
tention to an unknown; this has pro- 
duced that ſort of acquaintance that 
promiſes to be improved into friendſhip; 
a proof of which, ſhe declined a dinner 
invitation at the noble houſe of Farn- 
borough, and dined tete-a-tete with me 
laſt week, when Mr. Sheffield's hunt in 
a diſtant part of the country detained 
the party at an inn for that night. —Her 
mind is equal to her form and face.— 
1 have never yet met with a woman 
whoſe underſtanding was ſo ſtrong and 
highly cultivated as Miſs Berrel's 
But 1 forgot, William, I am talking of 
a ſtranger to you—but you will ſoon 
know her, for I am impatient to have 
you acquainted with ſo lovely and ami- 
able a woman.“ Her brother knew and 
lamented the few ſources from which 
. pleaſure 
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| pleaſure could ariſe to his fiſter, and 
truly rejoiced in this new acquaintance 
in the friendſhip ſhe was forming with a 
a en ſenſible woman. | 


of Though Mr. Churchill did not think 
his horſe quite in a hunting order, he 
determined to join the party in the 
morning, without feeling much diſpoſed 
to it, with the intention of complying 
in this inſtance to oblige Mr. Sheffield, 

who could be more diſobliging and ill- 
bred by contradiction, and for his ſiſter's 
ſake he felt ſome ſacrifice neceſſary. 


The party that then were aſſembled at 
Oak Cover drank very hard, which 
made them very unfit ſociety for the 
gentle Mrs. Sheffield, who felt a great 
comfort in having the delicate protection 
of ſuch a brother at thoſe times. — She 
made her appearance—he that ſhould 
have been the guardian of the delicate 
nm of 55 wife, alas! too often 

wounded 
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wounded it by the coarſeneſs and fami- 
liarity of a hufband, which he always 


aſſumed, gave him, he conceived, a 


privilege of being the rudeſt of the 


company.—Mrs. Sheffield always took 
the earlieſt opportunity of withdrawing 
herſelf from the noiſy mirth of the din- 
ner, and had often prayed her hufband 

to permit her wholly to abſent herſelf 
on the days his jolly friends joined him; 
but this favour was ſought in vain—his 
coarſe reply was always What the 


Devil did J marry you for? you want to 


have your own way in every thing.“ 


When the company got ſo merry as 
not to miſs one of their party, Mr. 
Churchill generally ſtole off to his ſiſter. 
When they paſſed the evening together, 
theſe were the happieſt hours of Mrs. 
Shefheld's life, and the only ones that Mr. 
Churchill paſſed to his ſatisfaction and 
pleaſure at Oak Cover.—At the uſual 
early hour on hunting mornings Mrs. 

Sheffield 
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Sheffield made breakfaſt by candle- 
light for the eager ſportſmen that aſſem- 
bled in a large drawing-room, to a table 
covered with a profuſion of different 
_ forts of breakfaft: the laſt found of the 
| huntſman and Mr. Sheffield's whip 
were ſounds of delight to Mrs. Shef- 
field, who was then left in quiet to 
ſeek her amuſement and purſuits, and 
never but when her brother joined them 
did ſhe feel an intereſt in the expected 
| ſports of the day; but in William's plea- 
fures ſhe felt her own, and fears for 
his ſafety always gave an anxious ſoli- 
citude for the arrival of the hour that 
the hunt would be at an end. 


Mr. Churchill found his hunter re- 
markably troubleſome, and that even 
a violent burſt and hard run of ſome 
miles did not abate his fiery ardour; he 
became fo impetuous and ungovernable, 
as to determine Mr. Churchill to quit 
the field, As he was returning from the 


ſport, 
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ſport, heated, and diſhevelled, in a lane 
leading to Oak Cover a phaeton paſſed 
him, and rekindled the fiery mettle of 
his horſe, which evidently alarmed, for 
the ſafety of the fair unknown, one of 
the lovelieſt female deve he had ever 

beheld. | 


The gentleman who drove her ſtopped 
his-phaeton politely till Mr. Churchill 
had paſſed. On entering into the court- 
yard he ſaw, with pleaſure, the phaeton 
he had juſt overtaken, before it imme- 
diately occurred to him, from the tran- 
Gent view he had of the lady, that it 
could only be the lovely Miliſtina ; and 
with the expreſſion of impatient curioſity 
marked in his countenance, he unex- 
pectedly and haſtily entered the draw- 


ing-room to the delight of his ſiſter, 


ſay ing“ You fee by my early return 
from the chace, that, as I expeted, my 
| horſe was not in training.” —Mrs, Shef- 
field, with ber uſual attractive grace and 
aud 
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ſoftneſs, introduced her brother to Miſs 


| Berrel, and her attendant Mr. Berrel ; 


and highly as his expedtation had been 


raiſed of this tranſcendent. beauty, the 


bright original ſo far exceeded the pic- 
ture of partiality, that he gazed on Mi- 


liſtina with filent admiration and ſur- 


priſe. —Miliſtina in a moſt gracious man- 


ner ſaid, Indeed, Mr. Churchill, your 


hunter very much alarmed me for your 
ſafety ; ſurely he is not always ſo trou- 


bleſqyme—our phaeton alarmed him. 


Seeing the uneaſineſs the oblervation 
gave . Mrs. Sheffield, Mr. Berrel and 


Mr. Churchill had entered into conver- 


ſation on remarks on the country and 
neighbouring fine places, in which the 
ladies joined them, and an hour paſſed 
moſt agreeably ; when Mililtina reluct- 
antly reminded her brother it was high 
time, from the lateneſs of the hour, that 
they ſhould depart, which they did, all 
equally pleaſed with each other, as far 
as a firſt introduction can prejudice per- 
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. fons in favour of each other. Love alone 
can be formed at firſt ſight, and is very 


ſeldom fo conceived laſting or happy : 
our eyes too often bewitch us, but the 


our deluſion don vaniſnes. 


CHAP. 


MI LIS TINA. 12 


* 


CHAP. VII. 


AFTER an abſence of a month from 
the caſtle, the Viſcount returned, and 
moſt abruptly urged the Earl to permit 
him immediately to pay his addreſſes to 
Miliſtina, aſſuring his father ſhe had 
made a ſtrong impreſſion on him, and 
chat he was determined, reſting aſſured 
of the willing conſent of the Lady. The 
Earl replied “ Your ill-judged attach- 
ment, Lord Severn, merits my juſt in- 
dignation; if you are not loſt to all 
ſenſe of the dignity of our houſe, and 
the future honours attached to your 
birth, you will never again mention 
the ſubjekt.“ — This fo irritated the 
Viſcount, that he left the room, and 
ordered his horſe for his immediate de- 
rj ee the caſtle: he immediately 
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Joined his ſociety, and ſhortly after loft 


a large ſum at Brooks's, which at im- 
menſe intereſt he took up money to pay, 
and at picquet won a couple of hundred 
of a young wan of his ſet, an Enſign 
in the Guards, which had thrown him 
into this ſociety. He knew the young 
man could not pay him immediately— - 
Lord Severn ſaid, © I will forgive you 
the debt, if you will go on a damned 
diſagreeable commiſſion for me into the 
country, nor to Larlingford Caſtle, but 
in che neighbourhood, to a formal old- 
faſhion gentleman, Sir George Berrel, 
of Trent Hall: in ſhort, I: intend to 
propoſe to his daughter, but by way, of 
doing the civil thing by the father, I 
wiſh in due form to acquaint him previ- 
ouſly of my intention; a letter on ſuch 
an occaſion is a curſed bore,” and 
would coſt me more trouble than all the 
women in the world are worth. Now I 
will give you full powers, and appoint 
you my amballador on the occalion ; 


vou 
* | 
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you ſhall go down in my chaiſe and 
four, and aſſure the Baronet, that a bu- 
ſineſs of the moſt urgent kind prevented 
my coming in perſon.“ 


Mr. Ruſſel was immediately ſtruck 


l vith the impropriety of Lord Severn's 


making love, and propoſing a marriage 
by commiſſion, and would moſt gladly 
have withdrawn. himſelf. from the auk- 
ward ſituation it would place him in the 
opinion of Sir George and himſelf; but 
. the. firſt indiſcretion of our lives al- 
ways leads in {ſucceſſion to others more 
conſiderable—it was impoſſible for him 
to pay two hundred pounds, as he had 
very much involved himſelf by the 
amount of {mall debts accumulating, 
till, without a hope of paying for, ſome. 
time, they had in his ſituation become 
large ones: in hopes of ſucceſs, he pro- 
poſed to the Viſeount, to vrite for him 
ſuch a letter as he ſhould. approve to the 
Baronet; but Lord Severn, when once 
9: - 


54 MILISTI As Tap 
he had formed a plan, however abſurd, 


could not be diverted from it.—“ No, 


no, I ſhall not let you off one inch from 
my firſt propoſition ; and farther, I ſhall 
expect, when you have apprized the fa- 
ther of my plan, you will, on my part, 
break my intentions to the fair one; and 

I will inſure you a moſt welcome recep- 


tion, charged with ſuch a commiſſion as 
L have inveſted you with. The confe- 


quence of executing without waiting his 
friends aſſent, Lord Severn urged his 
early departure the next morning, and 
left him to give the neceſſary orders for 
Mr. Ruſſel's journey. 


This young man had no friend that 
could extricate him from the unpleaſant 
ſituation his imprudence had drawn him 
into: he found he had nothing for it, 
but to put on the. beſt face he could, 
and acquit himſelf as well as he could 


in an embarraſſment he could not avoid. 


Too early an ** with the world 
had 
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had not yet effaced from this young 
man's heart all the moral yirtues, nor 
ſteeled him againſt a juſt ſenſe of the im- 
propriety of his own conduct on many 
paſt acts of his life; but he was floating 
down that ſtream which roſe from a cor- 
rupt ſource, unable to tem. the torrent 
of corruption. Lord Severn was at the 
gaming table all night, and did not re- 
turn to his lodgings till ſun-riſe : he ſent 
to Mr. Ruſſe], to defire be would poſt- 
pone till the next day his intended 
journey to Trent Hall, as he was not in 
a ſtate of mind to give him his final in- 
ſtiruktions, as his late ill run required 
fome little caution with. reſpect to the 
Earl his father. At this point of time 
he received the following latter. from: 
his mother: | 


| Larlingford Caſtle. 
% My DEAR WIIIIAM, | 
_ © YOUR fudden departure from the 
« Caſtle has highly incenſed your fa- 
2D 4 mers 


- 


56 MILISTINA. 


« ther, and has cauſed me great un- 
* ealineſs — Painful is the truth, that 
* fatal experience has taught me anxious 
* afteion alone will not inſure reci- 
*« procal attachment.—How vain are the 
« dreams of happineſs we form!—Your 
« birth, my ſon, gave my heart the 


« keeneſt ſenſations of delight it had 


c ever experienced :—How pure and 
© unallayed were thoſe joys your tender 
«infancy afforded me, Anxious hope, 
« and future bright proſpects in ad- 
* vance, attended your near approach 


to that period when I thought the 


« deareſt friend of my boſom, and ſharer 
« of all my joys and ſorrows, were in- 
« ſured to me for my remaining years.— 
« Duty and afftettion, maternally rooted, 
t calls forth my exertion to ſave, if it 


 * cannot reclaim the object. Let me, 


« ere it is too late, warn you from the 
© dangers that ſurround you. Great 


* muſt be your efforts to ſave you from 


* awaiting deſtruction.— Some of your 
| | late 
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ce late evil counſellors have apprized 
ce your father of the large ſum of money 
« you have loſt at play, and the exorbi- 
« tant intereſt: you pay for the diſcharge 
© of your debts. - I will- not believe 
ce they amount to the full extent they 
tt are ſuppoſed to be, and have as much 
« as poſſible diſcouraged your father for 
« ſo readily admitting information, ſo 
« repreſented to wound his future peace. 
«© You are no ſtranger to the impetuous 
* temper of your father on trifling oc- 
« caſions how juſtly then, in this in- 


« ſtance, will his indignation. be raiſed, 


„ even'at ſuch reports - as have gone 
* forth, of that ſupport to which he 
« has ever looked up to as the glory 


« and pride of his noble houſe. —As you 

„Know how highly he rates worldly ho- 

« nours, and has ever felt as if he had 
« been only to ſupport them unſullied, 


sand tranſmit them to his ſon, fuck a 
hope dilappointed vill drive him to 
8 N « deſperate 
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« defperate acts, at which I tremble on 

your account to think of. } 
Make all poſſible uſe; my ſon, of be- | 

« ing apprized of your danger, and let” 4 

e your recollection of my paſt conduct 

« on all occafions enforce ſtrongly on 

« your mind, that your trueſt, 1 will 

* add only friend, awakens you from 

e the fatal deluſion you are plunged 

< jn,—Repel the torrent with manly ex- 

« ertion, and reſtore the laſt peace of 

_ « your affectionate mother, | 
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CHAP. VIII. 


LORD Severn was as callous to the 
calls of natural affection as the world 
that ſurrounded him; the only altera- 
tion in his plan produced by Lady Farn- 
borough's letter, was to viſit Larling- 
ford Caſtle before he ſet out for Neu- 
market; he therefore urged Mr. Ruf- 
fel's departure the next day for Trent 
Fall. He reluctantly ſet out in Lord 
Severn's poſt-chaiſe and four, and ar- 
rived about an hour before the * 
dinner hour. | 


On 8 if Sir George Berrel 
Vas at home, the ſervant ſaid he was 
not returned from his morning ride, but. 
that her Ladyſhip was at home, and de- 
fired to know what name he ſhould an- 
D 6 nounce 
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nounce—that Sir George was expected 
every moment.—Mr. Ruſſel had not 


courage to face the ladies, and told the 


fervant his buſineſs was with Sir George, 
and that he could not think of interrupt- 
ing Lady Berrel: he requeſted to be 


Hewn into Sir George's room; he had 


here a very diſagreeable interval, which 
the reſpectability of all around him 
tended to increaſe.—Twice he was on 
the point of ſitting down to Sir George's 
table, and writing a letter to Sir George, 


- communicating the occaſion of his viſit, 


and riſking Lord Severn's anger, and 
its conſequences to him. The family 
pictures in Sir George's ſtudy by their 
ſtiffneſs, added to the young man's auk- 
ward ſituation, very much increaſed, 
his apprehenſion of the arrival of the 
preſent defcendant of this reſpe&able 
company of old gentlemen and ladies: 
he, too, ſoon thought” he ſaw from the 
window the old Baronet attended by a 
young man, he ren to be his ſon, 


coming 


* 
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coming down the avenue, and heard 
him fay—* Surely, Henry, this is the 
Earl of Farnborough or Lord Severn's 
_ chaiſe at our door—is it*not P?—Mr. 
Ruſſel did not wait to hear his aſſenting 
anſwer, but prepared for an interview. 


Sir George hearing the gentleman 
juſt arrived had particular buſineſs with 
him, haſtened to his ſtudy before his 
uſual cuſtom, on the ſhorteſt abſence, 
of ſeeking Lady Berrel and his beloved 
Miliſtina. Sir George moſt politely 
addreſſed the ſtranger the ſervant had 
announced his name, and Sir George, 
with his uſual hofpitality, ſaid “ I hope 
Mr. Ruſſel will do me the honour of 
partaking of my family dinner, which 
will be ſerved up immediately? Mr. 
Ruſſel - bowed his acceptance, begging - 
permiſſion to account for the cauſe of 
the intruſion of a ſtranger at fo un- 
feaſonable. an hour; and “ I muſt truſt, - 
Sir George, that your experience of the 
| world 
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world will in ſome meaſure plead my 

excuſe for the want of it: —you ſee 

before you, Sir, in the preſent inſtance, 

the repreſentative of Lord Severn.” — 

To which Sir George mildly faid— 

« As a father, young man, I wiſh you 

had choſen a worthier character to re- 
preſent.” — The evident embarraſſment 

of Mr. Ruſſel impoſed a filent attention 

on the part of Sir George“ I wait on 

you, Sir, at the requeſt of Lord Severn, —— 
to inform you, that he aſpires to the 
honour of addreſſing Miſs Berrel, with - 

the ſandtion of your permiſſion; and my 
inſtructions went ſo far as, with your 
concurrence, to mention his Lordſhip's 

intention to your daughter. Permit me 

to aſſure. you, Sir, from a conſciouſneſs 

of the impropriety of Lord Severn's 
inveſting any friend with ſuch a com- 

miſſion, that nothing but neceſſity on 

my part would have urged me to have 

- accepted it, which I moſt reluctantly 
a | | 


The 
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The amiable traits of character which 

the world had not yet effaced in this 
young man's countenance, ſtrongly, 
even under che. unfavourable intro- 
duktion of Mr. Ruſſel to Sir George, 
prejudiced him in his favour; and, with - 
his uſual gentle kindneſs ſo peculiar to 
himſelf, he in ſome meaſure eaſed Mr. 
Ruſſel's unpleaſantneſs by ſaying 
After dinner I will have the honour 
of ſpeaking more fully on the ſubject 
of your viſit to me; and, with your 
permiſſion, will give you, Sir, that 
friendly advice my long experience of 
men and manners entitles me in chis 
inſtance to aſſume.“ 


| The entrance of Mr. Berrel put an 

end to the converſation—Sir George 
introduced the youth to his ſon as Mr. 
Ruſſel without any farther elue and 
ordered Lord Severn's chaiſe to put up: 
and dinner being announced, the gen- 
tlemen Joined we ladies in the dining- 


room, 
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room, and the newly- arrived gueſt was - 


introduced to the ladies. The con- 


verſation became general, to the great 
relief of Mr. Ruſſel, who was ſenſibly 
ſtruck with the brilliant beauty of Mi- 
liſtina, which involuntarily awed him 
into ſilence. The internal harmony of 
this happy family charmed him, and the 
ſhort interval of dinner called forth keen 
regrets, that, from the diſſolute life he 
had led, he was cut out from the en- 
joyment and delight arifing from do- 
meſtic and rational pleaſures. 5 


[| " 


Mr: Bertel' win a aciking contraſt to 


thoſe young men with whom it had been 


his misfortune to aſſociate. True po- 


liteneſs is never confined to particular 


objects the eaſy attention he received 
from the family, during dinner, re- 
ſtored him a litile to himſelf, and from 
his ſoul he wiſhed it had been in his 
power to have become what ſo much 
pleaſed him in the apparent character 

2 and 
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and expreſſion of Mr. Berrel. His 
eyes involuntarily were fixed on Mi- 
liſtina, and the preſumption of Lord 


Severn to aſpire to the poſſeſſion of 


ſuch an angelic being as he conceived 


Miſs Berrel to be, ſtruck him forcibly. 
Soon after dinner- the ladies withdrew, 
and Mr. Berrel attended them on their 


evening. drive, and the Baronet and 
Mr. Ruſſel were left téte-à-tète.— 
e Was Lord Severn ſo happy as to 
poſſeſs as large a ſhare of virtues as of 
worldly advantages and poſſeſſions, and 
my daughter had ſeleQed him, my joy ful 
aſſent would have been inſured; but a 


character ſo darkly clouded with vicious 
principles as his moſt unfortunately is, 
1 conſider as far removed from aſpiring 


to the happineſs of being bleſt with ſuch. 


a being, perfect as my daughter, as the 
deformity of vice is unfit and. impoſ- 
ſible to be aſſimulated with angelic pu- 
rity: and I afſure you, Sir, I ſhall not 
impart to Lady Berrel or my daughter 

the 
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the purport of your commiſſion to Trent 
Hall. And now, Sir, I take the pri- 
vilege of a happy father to aſk you 
what unfortunate circumſtances foree 
you to accept and execute a commiſſion 
_ conſidered by every body but his Lord- 
ſhip as a very delicate one? or if con- 
curring circumſtances has thrown you 
into the ſociety of Lord Severn, before 
his too-well-known libertine charaQer. 
was developed to your youthful in- 
Experience, in the hope that my coun- 
ſel may reſcue you from future ills 
ariſing from the unfortunately- formed 
acquaintance? I exceed the bounds. 
of worldly politeneſs, by appearing in- 
quiſitive and curious in the near con- 
cerns of a ſtranger. I have not yet 
forgot that period of my own paſt life, 
when I too often ſtood in want of ſage 
and matured counſel to ſave me from 
the commiſſion of youthful follies, for I 
think they did not deſerve a harſher 
epithet, and they too often grow into 

| more 
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more formidable enemies to our future 
peace of mind.“ ; 1 
Mr. Ruſſel felt ſo grateful, and en- 
couraged by the friendly concern this 
good man took in the ſituation of a 
ſtranger, that he ſaid May I hope 
Sir George will not think me imperti- 
nent if, in as few words as I can, I give 


you ſome account of myſelf to the pre- 
Tent period. I remember whema box 


of ſeven years, which was the firſt 


conſciouſneſs of my exiftence, I lived 


with an old aunt at Fulham, who had 
taken charge of me from two years old, 
when I loft both my parents. At ten 
I was put to an academy to be brought 
up to che army: that, with the accu- 


mulation of ſeven thouſand pounds left 


me by my father, was the profpe@ with 
which, alas! at the early age of fixteen 
I entered, unexperienced as I was, into 

life, an Enſign in the Guards, procured 
by the intereſt my aunt had with an old 


card= 
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card-playing woman of quality: who 
lived at Fulham—an ' intereſt 1 have 


fince moſt heartily wiſhed had never. 


been exerted in my favour, as it has 
thrown me unavoidably into a ſociety, 
from which has ariſen all the conſe- 
quent miſery of my life from that pe- 
riod, and has been the means of my 
committing faults and extravagances 


which I can now only repeat. I think 
I have to ſay, in extenuation of my 


follies, that purity itſelf cannot paſs un- 
ſullied through the ſcenes of vice and 
profligacy of a London life. 'You, Sir 
George, muſt be acquainted with the 


ſituation of an Enſign in the Guards, 


who, having walked. up and down. St. 
James's Street, feels he has fulfilled 


every duty in life, becauſe he is pre- 


cluded having any other, under the 
conſtant reſtraint this life impoſes. To 
be as open on my part as you have been 


kind in yours, Sir George, I muſt con- 


feſs I was at firſt too happy in the ſitua- 
| F tion 
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tion I was thrown into, to be on my 
guard againſt the dangers that ſur- 
rounded me on all fides: I was drawn 
into play at firſt for ſhillings. with, a 
boy, who, with myſelf,. carried the, co- 
lours, and was fatally led on till I 
played: for larger ſums with ill ſucceſs, 
which has involved my little fortune to 
the amount of near ſixteen hundred 
pounds; and with ſhame I confeſs, in 
the fatal hope that my luck would 
change, I have too long continued in 
the habit of play: and laſt week, in an 
evil hour, rezurning from the guard- 
room, 1 very unfortunately met Lord 
Severn, who prevalled on me to go to 
Brooks's, and, as he ſaid— Play for 
nothing with him at piquetz*—and in 
ſhort, Sir, I-too ſoon loſt a ſum, though 
not great in itſelf, that was totally out. 
of my power to pay, which his, Lord- 
ſhip knew, and availed himſelf of, by 
inliſting on my immediate compliance 
with a propoſition he had to make to 
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me—to cancel the debt immediately, 
or diſcharge it by the preſent payment 
of the money. The latter was totally 
out of my power, and I was not mean 
enough to intend to wipe out the debt 
by any dirty evaſion of it: my inability 
to diſcharge it then moſt reluctantly 


_ obliged me to accept the painful con- 
miſſion Lord Severn has impoſed on me, 


The information I have the honour to 
communicate to you, Sir George, per- 
mit me to hope will in ſome meaſure 
excuſe the impropriety of my preſent 
intruſion.” Sir George interrupted 


Mr. Ruſſel by ſaying—“ Tell me can- 
didly the amount of the ſum you have 


loſt to this deſpicable Viſcount ?'—in- 
dignant at the account Mr. Ruſſel had 
given him of Lord Severn's unworthy 


conduct towards an unfortunate young 


man, whoſe imprudence had"thrown-him 
into his power. Mr. Ruſſel affured the 
good Baronet, that two hundred pounds 
was the full extent of his debt to Lord 
F | Severn, 
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Severn. Sir George had only aſked 
for information into the true ſtate of 
this young man's affairs, in the deter- 
mination, if it was in his power, to fave 
him from deſtruction. His life had 
been marked, at different periods of it, 
by active exertion of benevolent kind- 
neſs to aid and aſſiſt his ſuffering fellow- 
creatures, and many had been the gene- 
rous aQts that diſtinguiſhed this exalted 
- Character, —< Will you, Mr. Ruſſel, be 
implicitly guided by my counſel?—If 
you will, I ſhall have heartfelt pleaſure 
in taking you under my proteQion, and 
extricating you from your preſent em- 
| barraſſment, on a previous promiſe to 
me that, from this moment, you re- 
nounce Lord Severn's acquaintance for 
ever, and ſhun him as you ſhould vice 
and deſtruction: ſend back his chaiſe 
this evening to is Lordſhip, be my 
gueſt for the night, and to-morrow I 
will dictate to you ſuch -a letter to the 
| N | Viſcount 


* 


Viſcount as ſhall be conſiſtent with 
that reſpect we all owe ourſelves.” — 
Mr. Ruſſel's gratitude was evidently 
marked by emotions he could not ſup- 
preſs.—* I can aſſure you, Sir George, 
that I' conſider you as the firſt and 
only friend my youth has ever been 
bleſt with, and moſt dearly do I prize 
the valuable acquiſition ; and it ſhall 
not in future, I truſt, be poſſeſſed by 
an unworthy object. Give ame your 
hand, Sir, and let your own good heart 
| ſuggeſt what mine has not power to 
expreſs: from this moment I will be 
guided by your counſel, and will, with 
| Lord Severn, renounce all thoſe bane- 
ful aſſociates, whoſe ſociety has coſt me 
ſomuch unavailing regret.” —Sir George 
ſhook him heartily by the hand, ſaying, 
« Be firm in your purpoſe, reſpec& 
yourſelf, and. you will be a happy 
member of ſociety, and an honour to 
your profeſſion. .} ,., 17 
5 | « We 
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«We will not longer abſent ours; 
ſelves from the ladies, Who, with, my 
ſon, are returned from their evening 
drive, and will expect me: I will 
ſend off Lord Severn's chaiſe, and i 11008, 
you.“ 


The party all met at the ſociable hour 
of tea. Sir George, happy in the good 
he had done ſince they parted, and Mr. 
Ruſſel, relieved from a heavy load which 
had long oppreſſed him, with the proſe 
pe of that happineſs ariſing alone from 
a virtuous courſe of life, which he had 
firmly determined from this time ſhould 
mark his future days -a ſudden eſcape 
from danger, or happy change in our 
ſituation in life, had the ſame effect on 
the ſpirits that pain has to accelerate 
and raiſe, them; he was all cheerfulneſs; 
and ventured even to addreſs the ſweet 
Miliſtina.ä— The evening paſſed imper- 
ceptibly, and the young man retired to- 

Vor. I, E. reſt 
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reſt with a light heart. —The happieſt * 


moments of our life are thoſe which we 
approve ourſelves: the conſequence we 
derive from ſelf well-founded approba- 


tion, we may, without preſumption, | 


aſſume. 


They all aſſembled at breakfaſt at 


nine o'clock. — They who are tenderly 
attached meet with inexpreſſible delight, 
even after the ſhort ſeparation of the 
night. Sir George Berrel had made it a 
rule to keep no ſecrets from his ſon— 
he had, before he went to reſt, given 


him an account of all that had paſſed- 


between him and Mr. Ruſſel, which 
was apparent to thoſe who knew this' 


amiable charaQter, for he doubled his 


attentions to him the next morning, and 


drew him into-. converſation. After 


breakfaſt the party ſeparated; Sir 


George excuſing himſelf from attending 
__ Berrel and his daughter, having | 
. * 


*. . 
I. — 
r 


3 
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buſineſs | with Mr. Ruſſel, and re- 
commended them to his bats! care that 


morning. {220 1:47 any IP e 

Sir George dictated the Aollowing 
letter to Lord Seyvern—gave him the 
two hundred pounds, ſaying— When 
you are Colonel Ruſſel, I ſhall, with 
pleaſure, call upon you for the ſame 
ſum.— He would not receive Mr. Rif. 
ſel's bond, or even acknowledgement. 


* 
EEOC 


MR. RUSSEL'S LETTER TO LOA 
SEVERN, 


re, 

.« I am impatient to convince you, 
that I am not ſo deſpicably mean as 
* to evade the payment of a debt of 
* honour. I encloſe your Lordſhip the 


two hundred pounds, and at the ſame 


«time renounce your acquaintance for 
«ever! Though your Lordſhip had 
no delicacy for my honour, or feeling 

E 2 »* 
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« for the ſituation. you placed me in, I 
*.reſpett my own-honour too highly to 
* affociate with one who is loſt to every 
« ſenſe of 1 it. 

Pare: 15 Lan ay Lord, 
0 . Vour Eotdſhip's Si 
% ee, Obedient humble ſervant, 

ini ah t eee J. RussgL.““ 

Sir George e Mr. 
Ruſſel, return to your military duty; 
and, on your firſt leave of abſence, 
bring me an account of all your debts 


unpaid, and for the intereſt you give 


for the money you have raiſed to diſ- 
charge ſome of them, and I will do all I 
can to clear. you, and ſecure the little 
you may have left: in ſhort, commit 
your affairs to my care, and I am 
fully aſſured your future conduct will 
be deſerving of my attention to them.” — 
Mr. Ruſſel, with a grateful heart and 
eaſy mind, left Trent Hall the next 
morning. 


CHAP. 
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- CHAP. IX, 4 991 


Trax gradual declining health of Mrs. 
Sheffield was marked with-extreme con- 
cern by. her brother, and all thoſe who 
knowing her regarded her; but he who 


ſhould have loved. her moſt was the 


leaſt apprehenſive, and was ſure, if ſhe 
would ſtir about a little more, ſhe would 
be as well as any woman in England; 


and if ſhe would but take courage, and 


mount Sleeker, (his old hunter) he | 
would be of more uſe than all the 


ſtuff the doctors could pour 77 80 ber 
tes TELE 


Tbe friend{bip: DI, Mrs. Shef- 
field and Miliſtina had ; increaſed very 


| rapidly—they had congenial ſouls. Mi- 


nm during her preſent illneſs, devoted 
1683 | E 3 5 
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as much of her time as he could: with 


deep concern ſhe obſerved the viſible 
change in her friend in the ſhort ſpace 
of three months. — Mr. Churchill had 
paſſed as much of his time with his. 
ſiſter as his profeſſion would admit of, 
and had in vain urged Mr. Sheffield, 
that change of air was abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary for her —but the powerful attrac- 


tion of the hunt immoveably fixed him 
during the ſeaſon at Oak Cover. — In 
the frequently kind viſits Miliſtina had 


made Mrs. Sheffield, ſhe had an oppor- 


tunity of ſeeing Mr. Churchill in a very 
intereſting and amiable point of view 
that of the delicate and tender attention 
of his ſiſter; and he had often expreſſed 
his fearful apprehenſions to Miliſtina on 
her account. 


Miliſtina at this time only highly ap- 
proved and reſpeted Mr. Churchill as 
a truly amiable young man; but very. 
OO Was _ tranſition to an attach- 

ame 
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ment of a ſofter and a tenderer kind, 
and ſhe could not, on a ftrit examina- 

tion of her heart, afcribe the preſent 
depreſſion of her ſpirits, ſolely to the 
alarming ſtate of Mrs. Sheffield's health. 
One night, when the domeſtic circle 
at Trent Hall was aſſembled at ſupper, 
they were ſurpriſed by a moſt violent 
_ ringing at the outward: gate, which was 
repeated before one of the ſervants 
could leave the room to enquire tbe 
cauſe of it. The attention of the whole 
family was ſuſpended from what had 
before engroſſed them: the ſervant re- 
turned with a note for Miliſtina, ſaying, 
a groom had brought it from Oak 
Cover, and is to return immediately. — — 
Miliſtina was very much agitated upon 
opening the note, particularly from 
knowing it to be Mr. Churchill's wri- 
wy e read the following aloud: 


1 


Mr. Churchill preſents his 0 | 
** to Mils Berrel—relies on her good- 


Sh - 6 nels 
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_ © neſs to excuſe the liberty his diſtracted 
s ſtate of mind has ſuggeſted, earneſtly yx, l 
to entreat her to come over to Oak * 
“Cover, as Mrs. Sheffield has had a 
* moſt alarming ſeizure an hour ſince, 
+ which has been followed by faintings 
2 * have ee conü nua 75 
| The evident. alarm of winds e 
which the above barely legible note was 
wiitten very much increaſed Miliſtina's 
apprebenſions.— She. was not the only 
perſon ſenſibly affected. Mr. Berrel 
left the room in apparent agitation, but 
ſhortly returned, ſaying “ I have or- 
dered the chaiſe to be got ready as ſoon 
as poſſible, and will attend you imme. 
diately: to which Sir George and Lady 
Berrel moſt heartily aſſented, with an 
added ſuggeſtion from Sir George, that 
Lady Berrel ſhould, go alſo, as ſhe might 
be really uſeful. —This well-judged and 
' kindijprapoſal of Sir George met with 
| the: hang axes of all the party, 
and 


- 
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and at eleven they left Trent Hall, in 


the darkeſt night that could be expe- 
rienced, reſting their perſonal ſafety en- 


tirely on the moons of the chaiſe.— 
Miliſtina and Mr. Berrel were quite 
ſilent. Good Lady Berrel's uneaſineſs 


and anxiety were increaſed from what 


her daughter ſuffered, and ſhe exerted 


her powers in yain to perſuade. Mi- 


liſtina, that fearful affection had in- 


creaſed the ſuppoſed danger of her 
friend's. preſent ſtate; the. darkneſs of 


the night obliged them to drive flow 


a delay their anxiety and impatience 
could ill ſupport; and without Mr. Ber- 
rel's conſidering the,nqotive which form- 
ed the wiſh, he unguardedly expreſſed 


his concern that he had not mqunted» 
bis horſe; adding, © I ſhould haye been 


there long ſince; to which Lady Berrel 
ſaid, “ You forgot, Henry, that this could 
not have accelerated our arrival.“ 


— . RF 14 
« : ” . 4 4 . 
* . * 
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| © Miliftina was ſo abſorbed in fearful 


apprehenſions, that her brother's more 
than friendly anxiety did not ftrike her, 


and in the preſent ſtate of her mind his 


| impatience accorded ſo well with her 
nn Dur ſhe Come! not &puracs them. 


on Geil tel only Lady Berrel 


was collected enough to aſk how Mrs. 
Sheffield was—a hope expreſſed by the 


ſervant enabled Miliſtina to propoſe her 


mother's ſtaying with Henry till ſhe 


brought her a report of her. On go- 
ing into the invalid's chamber, ſhe found 


her juſt recovered from a fainting fit— 


her brother ſupporting her, and Mr. 
Sheffield ſtanding by with a ſtupid look 


of apprehenſion. On her coming into 


the room he exerted himſelf, and ſaid, 
I am glad you are come, Miſs Berrel,” 
and thanked her for the haſte ſhe muſt 
have made: © But I hope you will find 
Mrs. Sheffield much better—don't you 
think you are?” which ſhe could only 
anſwer 
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anſwer by an inclination of her hand. 
On Miliſtina's ' appearing to her, the - 
faintly ſaid, © How very kind you are— - 
how did you know how very ill I was?” 


Her brother expreſſively looked his moſt 


grateful thanks, in the apprehenſion of 
diſturbing his ſiſter by ſpeaking ſo near 
her, till ſhe advanced to Mrs. Sheffield, 

when he faid in a whiſper—*« Your more 
than kind compliance in the requeſt T 
ventured in my own name to make, Miſs 
Berrel, will ever be moſt gratefully re- 
membered. My beloved fifter is much 
better, and the ftri& injunctions the phy- 
ficians have juſt left with me to have 
not a breath diſturb het repoſe, repreſſes 
my expreſſions of the grateful ſenſe 1 
have of yoür goodneſs to my ſiſter.— 
I will now leave her under your friendly 


eare, ſtrongly enjoining her not to- 
ſpeak.— The full aſſurance that this 


gave. Miliſtina, that he thought Mrs. 
Sheffield much better, quieted her alarm, 
— wich anxious and friendly attention 

| E 6 ſhe: 


% 
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ſne took Mr. Churchill's poſt near Mrs. 
Sheffield, obſerving. a ors ence: | 


Mr. Churchill found Lake New! 
and her ſon with Mr. Sheffield in the 
drawing-room,. who had juſt called for 
ſupper, but they could not collect; from 
their anxious enquiries, the real ſtate of 
Mrs, Sheffield, from his ſtrange and 
rough account, of her ſeizure, and his 
apparent eaſe, knowing the man did not 
tend to remove their inquietude. The 
countenance: of Mr. Churchill, on en- 
tering the room, 1n ſome meaſure diſſi- 
pated it, as. it was expreſſive of the 
comparative eaſe of his mind: on ad- 
dreſſing them, the appearance of Lady 
Berrel and ber ſon called forth the 
warm acknovledgements on the part of 
Mr. Churchill; and his appearance re- 
lieved them from the inſupportable ſtu- 
| pidity | of Mr. Sheffield, who had not 
animation enongh in his ſoul to give 

ganseded capintion of countenance, 

except 


— 
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except on the important Wen of a 
fox-hunt. . f bg „ 


; Mr. 3 felt the want of Mr. 
Sheffield's feelings on, this occaſion 
with an indignation he could with dif- 
ficulty repreſs. —Miliſtina ſent to ſay 
her friend was compoſed and quiet re- 
queſted Lady Berrel would permit her 
to paſs the night at Oak Cover, at the 
ſame time expreſſing her wiſh, that ſhe 
could prevail on her mother to ſtay 
with her, and that beds were prepared 
for them. This requeſt was ſo ſtrength- 
ened and ſupported by Mr. Churchill, 
that ſhe Th yielded on her ſon's pro- 
miſe to return to Sir George that night. 
Hoſpitality was not wanting in Mr. 
Sheffield's compoſition ; if he did not 
do the honours of his houſe with polite 

attention, he always expreſſed a hearty 
velcome to his friends. At one o'clock 
14. Lady Berrel was prevailed on to go to 
bed, on Miliſtina's promiſe, that if Mrs. 


Sheffield 
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Sheffield continued quiet, ſhe would 

leave her in an hour. Mr. Berrel re- 
turned to Trent Hall nothing could 
break the reſt of Mr. Sheffield.—Mi- 
lſtina at two o' clock n men 
her nd 9 5 | 


Mir. Churchill — with Slight the 
amendment of his fifter's health in the 
ſweet countenance of our lovely he- 
roine.— His fears for her immediate 
ſafety being quieted: into comparative 
eaſe, he went to his apartment. — Mi- 
liſtina's mind was ſo agitated by her 
friend's ſituation, but ſo much more by 
ſomething ſhe felt for the brother a 
reſtleſs train of wandering thoughts, 
chat pleaſing fancy diverſified into the 
aſſurance of happineſs in future, when 
the bitter ſenſe recalled them, and the 
dark gloom of imaginary ills ſucceeded 
to diſturb her repoſe. —The firſt found 
ſhe' heard on waking from a diſturbed 
tumber was her brother's voice, en- 


quiring, 
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quiringif ſhe knew how the invalid had 
paſſed the night, which ſurpriſed her, as 
fhe thought he had returned home; but 
he ſoon aſſured her he was that moment 
arrived from Trent Hall. As he could 
get no information from his ſiſter, he 
quietly left her door. The quick per- 
ception of Miliſtina ſhewed her the true 
ſituation of her brother's unfortunate 
attachment, which for a ſhort time di- 
verted her attention from the real ſtate 
of her own. — She roſe with the inten- 
tion of ſeeing her. brother, and claim 
ing the right of a ſiſterly affection, to 
warn him againſt the certain miſery he 
was encouraging, by ſuffering the fatal 
ſuggeſtions of a tender heart to exert a 
ſuperior aſcendency over a firm and 
manly mind, fortified by every virtue of 
the ſoul. —* How happy am I, my bro- 

ther, to ſay this is the firſt moment 


of your youth in which I have diſcerned 


human weakneſs. Remember you have 
ever been my model of perfection 1 
| | know 
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know how you value my love and eſti- 
mation wt 


Le vrais courage conſite a fuyez et a craindre,” 


Let me urge your leaving Oak Cover 
before the breakfaſt hour, and do not 
by your preſent expreſſion - awaken a 
painful ſuſpicion in the mind of our 
deareſt mother that would endanger 
her future peace. Accident calls forth 
even dormant virtues, and wiſhes too 
often give the latter their exiſtence; — 
this I conſider as the firſt active trial of 
the firm power of the ſoul to reſiſt 
threatening danger.” — I acknowledge 
the truth of the propriety: of my quit- 
ting Oak Cover—my future peace. of 
mind demands it. I will exert myſelf to 
retain the high poſt I poſſeſs in your 
valuable eſtimation—I vill promiſe 
you to return with our mother to Trent 
Hall to-day, and in future will not make 
my e enquiries after this too inte- 

reſting 
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reſting woman, who I lament I have ever 


ſeen.— Vou ſhall find me firm, whatever 
it may colt me. I came this morning to 
enquire after my ſiſter's eſteemed friend, 
and to reconduQ ps Berrel home.“ 

a 34:3 TED. 
. e ee kiſſed his 
filter, on obſerving: the effects of emo- 
tion ſhe could not conceal from him, — 
In her brother's; bappineſs [hers Was 


ultimately connected: - ſhe had always 
ſhared in his pleaſures and purſuits, and 


equal and growing affection had ever 
ſubſiſted between them; ſhe was inca- 
pable of expreſſing then all ſhe!;felt 


on! the aſſurance) her; brother had juſt 


given her of flying from impending 
danger. — The apprehenſion of being 
obſerved by any of the family under 
an agitated countenance haſtened her 
away, leaving her brother to go to her 
mother's apartment to make her uſual 
and then particular enquiries after ber. 


. Saeed was ſo conſiderably. bet= 


ter, 


. 
— 
. 
— \ 2 
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ter, that nothing but an alarming debi- 
lity of frame remained. On the phy- 
 fician's viſiting her in the morning, 
he molt ſtrongly urged her immediate 
removal to Briſtol as abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary—adding, he could not anſwer for 
the conſequences of her remaining 
longer in the ſharp air of Oak Cover. 
The previous tate of Mrs. Sheffield's 
health had prepared her brother in 
fome meaſure, for the ' neceſſary alarm 
Doctor Melbourn's opinion of his pa- 
tient had given him, and, on his fiſter's 
account, he requeſted DoQor Melbourn 
would ſtrongly enforce to Mrs. Shef- 
field his decided affurance that ſhe 
muſt; without loſs of time, go to Briſ- 
tol, from which he had confident hopes, 
of her recovery: he willingly promiſed, 
and adhered to his firſt opinion in the 
preſence of Mr. Sheffield, with the 
energy it required, to raiſe him to the 
neceſſity of removing her. He ſuc- 
ceeded fo well, that Mr. Sheffield told 
Miliſtina, 
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Miliſtina, he would immediately attend 

Mrs. Sheffield himſelf to Briſtol, as the 
doctor had juſt aſſured him nothing 
elſe could ſave him from becoming a 
widower.— His indifference. and coarſe 
mode of expreſſing it ſhocked the de- 
licate feelings of Miliſtina—at the time 
. the rejoined in his acquieſcence and in- 
tention of accompanying her. 


Lady Berrel prevailed on Mr. Shef- 
field to fix an early day in the next 
week for their removal, by ſhort ſtages, 
to Briſtol. It was now determined that 
the family of Trent Hall ſhould return 
home, promifing they would ſee the in- 
valid previous to her departure.—On 
 Miliftina's taking leave of her friend, 
Mrs, Sheffield ſaid (in preſence of her 
brother) —“ My heart has formed an 
anxious, but, alas! vain wiſh—lI fear, 
my afteAionate friend, to encroach on 
that indulgence you have already ſo 
much extended in this laſt inſtance of 
5 Four 
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your feeling concern.” —Mr. Churchill, 
knowing the requeſt, in agitation re- 
mained filent, in anxious ſuſpenſe for 
the event of it. Miliſtina's tender con- 
cern for Mrs. Sheffield was ſo apparent, 
that it promiſed almoſt a compliance 
to any requeſt ſhe could then make; and 
Mrs. Sheffield ventured to ſay—“ It is 
my moſt earneſt wiſn that you would 
go with me to Briſtol, to paſs a week 


only with us: I am ſure nothing would 


ſo much facilitate my recovery. — The 
little word yes was immediately con- 
need in Miliſtina's mind, herſelf's, and 
Mr. Churchill's, and had cauſed an invo- 
luntary change in her countenance; but 
ſoon regaining her placid expreſſion, ſne 
kindly aſſured her friend, as far as it de- 
pended on herſelf, ſne would, with in- 
finite pleaſure, attend Mrs. Sheffield to 
 Briſtol—* But you muſt remember 1 
have never yet paſſed one night from Sir 
George and Lady Berrel, and, till now, 
never wiſhed it; and I cannot anſwer 
| | for 
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for their acquieſcence to my propoſal, | 
which I will make them, and you ſhalt 
know. from myſelf the reſult,” 


Miliſtina ſaw an exprefſion of plea- 
ſure in Mr. Churchill, which was grate- 
ful to her: Mrs. Sheffield was abun- 
dantly thankful. Her brother ſaid— 
« ] heartily congratulate you on the 
promiſing ſucceſs. of an event I know 
you have ſo much at heart,” “ 1 feel,“ 
ſaid Mrs. Sheffield, © it will be much 
happineſs for me to have my beloved 
William and my eſteemed friend with 
me: at the ſame time it will more than 
repay me for all I have ſuffered in my 
health for the laſt two months.” —Mi- 
liſtina now took leave of her friend, 
with a promiſe of letting her know the 
ſucceſs of her requeſt. Mr, Churchill 
attended her down, and ſaid what Mi- 
liſtina then heard, but could not per- 
fectly afterwards recollect, from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of an embarraſſment ſhe had 

| never 


never felt before; hon on coming to the 
door of the drawing-room, he added 
« A parent only could refuſe Miſs Ber- 
rel any requeſt ſhe tid them the honour | 
to _ EN e 
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| Lorp Severn, on mt Mr. it. 


ſel's letter, expreſſed his indignation in 


coarſe abuſive language — called him a 
damned impertinent puppy; and, was 


it not for the trouble of it; he 


would thraſh him confoundedly ;—but 
he pocketted the affront with the letter, 


- reſolved that no other eye ſhould: wit- 
neſs it.— Lord Severn was a poltroon 
and coward, and felt uneaſy leſt he 


ſhould encounter his hot-headed box 
in public; he would moſt gladly have 


added two hundred to thoſe he had re- 
ceived from Mr. Ruſſel, to have in- 
ſured his perſonal ſafety. 1 1 


The | 
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The Viſcount determined to quit 
| town till the heat of Ruſlel's anger was 
ſomewhat cooled; the diſappointment 
of his project with reſpect to Miliſtina 
was a ſecondary conſideration, and he 
coolly reſolved to relinquiſh all thoughts 
of her, feazing that any farther attempts 
might draw him into ſome damned 
ſcrape he was not up to: he. determined 
to go down to the caſtle and patch up 
a reconciliation with the Earl, by the 
ſacrifice he determined to make, by 
giving up the object of his wiſhes to 
his parental duty: he knew the ſoft 
weakneſs of his mother's nature would, 
notwithſtanding the paſt, receive him 
with affeQion, and he felt no remorſe 
at the ſevere ſufferings his conduct had 
occaſioned her. It is a confident aſ- 
fertion, that no heart is ſo callous and 
depraved as not to have moments when 
conſcience ſtings to the quick; but 
92 I fear there are who have no 

conſcienge 
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conſcience to reproach or admoniſh ;— 
Teeling is only conveyed to their hearts 


by the diſappointment of ſome of their 


nnn defires. 


At his Ane at the eaſtle the Earl 
received him with a haughty and con- 
temptuous diſdain; and to his father's 
pride he even owed this reception, as, 
in the opinion of the world, he con- 
ceived totally removing his ſon would 
be throwing a ſhade of diſgrace on his 
bo0vn dignity in being the father of him: 
no natural affection pleaded for his re- 
ſtoration to his heart; pride, oſtentation, 
and vain conceit, were the only ſtrong 
traits in his character they had grown 
with his growth, and ſtrengthened with 
his ſtrength. He was now faſt. ap- 


proaching to that laſt ſtage when our 


neglected bad habits and our vices are 


for ever rooted. His gentle vile had 


not been abſolutely wretched in her 


alliance to this pompous Peer: ſhe | 
Vol. I. F owed: ©: 
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owed: her exemption from this ſtate. te 

her own | ſubmiſhve obedience to her 
haughty Lord:—when ſhe, differed in 
ſentiments (which, alas! was too often 
the caſe), ſhe was always ſilent, which 


- he conſidered, as her acquieſcence to 


his. ſuperior knowledge on all points ; 
this ſtrengthened him in ſelf-conceit. 


Few indeed ventured to oppoſe his inn | 


judged opinions, which were only 
marked by their eccentricity; he was, 
truly ſpeaking, Lord of his caſtle and 
great domain. The little good he did 
to his nates left roman by the 
rigid auſterity with which it was diſ- 
tributed—he gave, with a very s 
meaſure. A | 

Many were the true acts of real cha- 
rity of Lady Farnborough, which ſhe 


ſought to conceal from all obſervation, 


particularly from her Lord's. The Earl 
aſſured Lord Severn, ſhortly after his 
arrival at the caſtle, that though Lar- 

lingford 
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lingford was entailed on the heirs male, 
he had the power to fell the timber, 
which was now in its higheſt perfection, 
and will conſiderably diminiſh the value 
of the eſtate when his Lordſhip came 


to the poſſeſſion of it.—“ I'am no 


ſtranger, Lord Severn, to the large ſums 
you have loſt at play, and to che pro- 
fligate life you lead, which, you muſt 


be convinced, is a diſgrace to the ho- 


nour of the houſe from which (unfor- 
tunately for me) you ſpring.” Lord 
Severn thought giving up the point of 
marrying, as his father conceived it 


beneath his high rank, would heal all 


other ills: he aſſured the Earl“ That 
all he had heard had been very much 
exaggerated; it was true he had loſt 


at play, but he flattered himſelf a lucky 


run would ſoon ſet all things right. 
To which his father replied— If it is 
your intention, my Lord, to continue 
to riſk your future happineſs and con- 
ſequence in life on the chance of the 

„ F 2 dice, 
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dice, it is high time that I ſhould aſſure 
you, that the Viſcount of Severn ſhall | 
in future be as much reſtricted, during 
my life and afterwards, as it is in my 
power to reſtrain him: the ax ſhall be 
applied early i in the ſpring, and nothing 
but your immediately ſeeking and form- 
ing ſuch an alliance as is worthy of 
you rank, in preſent and in future, ſhall 
avert my decided intention; in which 
caſe I ſhall reſt my future hopes of the 
line of Farnborough on your ſon.” 


Lord Severn had no hopes or fears 
for the future events of his life; he 
never looked beyond the preſent gra- 
tification of the moment: an indolent 
enij1i, which the long habit of idleneſs 
had fixed, had numbed the weak fa- 
culties of his enervated mind: he had 
no ſurface. that could receive any im- 
preſſion that remained. The converſa- 
tion which had juſt paſſed between him 
and his father, aud in which indeed he 
Loos had 
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kad. bore little part, he diſmiſſed im- 
mediately from his mind, conſequently 
it did not promiſe to produce any fu- 
ture changes in his condutt—he was not 
to be ſaved. The only poſſible claim 
he had to pity, and a conſideration 
which weighed. ſtrongly. and painfully 
with his mother, was, of his father's total 
neglect of him. In his early years he 
had conſigned. him to the care of a 
worthleſs man, who had nat inculcated 
moral leſſons, or encouraged the growth. 
of any virtues, pleaſures, or duties: 
the ſeeds of vice flouriſhed ſpon- 
taneouſly, Lady Farnborough had the 
mortification to find all her endeavours 
in vain to reclaim her unhappy ſon; but 
maternal affection pleaded fo forcibly, 
that even the ſight of the beloved object 
almoſt eraſed from her heart the re- 


collection of the paſt ſufferings of her 


mind on his account. Blinded by her 
partiality, ſhe palliated what her good 
8 ſenſe 
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ſenſe admitted, by forming excuſes chat 
had no exiſtence but in her imagina- 
tion, and gave him credit for dormant 
virtues which had never been called 
forth to her obſervation: ſhe was weak 
enough to continue her confidence in 
his truth, though he an ſo onen de- 
ceived her. | a | 
ies ISP ns 2 bn (0 
3 : The Counteſs urged his marrying 
immediately, in the vain; hope that it 
would totally detach him from his pre- 
ſent baneful aſſociates, and withdraw 
him from the ings 2nd . 
* 3 
„Aadett W 0 We pete 
hide poſſible to che ſucceſs of our dar- 
ling wiſhes: the bright ſunſhine of hu- 
man proſperity ſhone in vain on the 
inhabitants of the caſtle. | True happi- 
neſs and bleſſed content of mind found 
not, in this magnificent retreat, a dwel- | 
ling, or even 'reſting-place. 


„ * 


Lord 0 
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Lord Severn had trifled with F ariſe; 
though this ill-judging goddeſs ſtill con- 
tinued for a time to layiſſ her choiceſt 
gifts on this unworthy object. This felf- 
devoted victim to deſtruction was warned 
by no happy impulſes which ſuggeſted 
even the wiſh of returning to the paths 
of virtue ;—parental authority or af. 
fection had no heart to act on: he early 
took leave of the Earl and Counteſs, 
and returned to town as faſt as four 
poſt-horſes full gallop could convey 
him to the different ſtages which ſupply 
him with relays for that purpoſe. It is 
to be lamented,' that the daily ſufferings 
of this uſeful ſpecies of the animal crea- 
tion, who are ſo neceſſary to the pro- 
motion and diſpatch of our worldly 
intereſt and amuſement, | ſeldom calls 
forth the compaſſionate commiſeration- 
of even the feeling part of mankind, 
whoſe humanity would ſave thoſe ſub. 
miſſive animals the galling pains (in the 
_ malt literal acceptation of the word) they 
| F4 _ 
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ſuffer, by being preſſed beyond their 
powers of ſpeed, with every. ſinew ex- 
| tended, till they arrive almoſt breath- 
leſs at the end of a long ſtage, to ſave 
only ten, or ſometimes. twenty, minutes. 
to the impatient traveller, in the ima- 
ginary conſequence of their arrival, at 
a ſtated period, at their deſtined ſpot; 
or to make up the loſt time of the in- 
dolent or dilatory, in the delay of 
letting out on their journey at a proper 
hour. . | 


In the female breaſt ſenſibility and 
humanity is ſooner excited, and they 
_ often. uſe, without abuſing, dreatures 
who ſo eſſentially contribute to the 
happineſs and comfort of mankind in 
general, and particularly to the inha- 
bitants of nn. 


CHAP. 
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1 


— 


ON Miliſtina and Lady Berrel's return 
to Trent Hall, ſne mentioned the earneſt ; 
requeſt of Mrs. Sheffield to accompany: 
her to Briſtol, and told Sir George and 
Lady Berrel all that had paſſed be- 
tween them on the ſubjea, ſaying— It 
remains with you, my dear Sir, and my 

dear mother, to decide by your appro- 

bation whether I ſhall comply with the 
wiſh of my friend; and her alarming' 
ſtate of health authoriſes the. requeſt on 

her part, and in me the deſire to yield to 
it, as a comfort withheld at ſuch. a mo- 
ment would be more than unkind; at 
the ſame time I muſt confeſs, with all 
the firmneſs of mind my dear father has 
taught me, to oppoſe to the weakneſs of 
our ſolt affections— I ſhall too ſenſibly 
3 feel 


— 
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feel the firſt ſeparation from the pa- 
rental boſoms I have ever repoſed in, 
though for ſo ſhort a time.“ I have 
the happineſs to ſay,” replied Sir George, 
* that the language of your heart, my 
Miliſtina, is that of your fond father; 
if I have virtues in my imperfect com- 
poſition, in your exalted purity of hèart 
they are unallayed, and perfect in their 
various kinds. In every event of your 
future life, my child's own firm judg- 
ment vill be her protector and never- 

failing guide.—I wiſh the requeſt had 
not been made to my Miliſtina: it is the 
firſt call of friendſhip on you, and it 
muſt be complied with? What ſays 
my dear Lady Berrel to this temporary 
ſeparation ? Why, I ſhall feel all 
you do vith the heavy addition from 
the ſacrifice you will make. We have 
felt the ſummer's day very tedious and 
long when our Miliſtina has been ab- 
ſent, and have conſidered the hour of 
her return to us in the evening as that 
„ which 
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which reſtored one of heaven's beſt gifts 
to our poſſeſſion. Lady Berrel, in 
vain, endeavoured to conceal her tears, 
which are often called forth n excels” 
of b not from ſorroẽw-. 


en Revirel: had dad liſtened; and: 
with apparent attention to the reſult to 
bim of this too intereſting converſa- 
tion, the deciſion of which he too anxi-: 
ouſly wiſhed.—Miliſtina marked with 
pleaſure her brother's reſtraint, which 
he impoſed on himſelf in not taking 
part in the converſation:—he had a 
bock in his hand, but he knew not the 
title of it, and continued to hold the 
book; when Lady Berrel, to divert. 
the attention of Sir George and Mi- 
lüſtina, by ſaying “ Why Henry is: 
quite engaged by Mrs. Glaſſe's Art of. 
Cookery -obſerve his attentive face.. 
This rouſed him from himſelf, not from 
the book, which he diſcarded, ſaying 
am at your ſervice, my dear Ma- 
5 F 6 dam, 
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dam, for the remainder of the day 
Wa of x me as you pleaſe. 


It was now finally ſettted that Mi- 
| liſtina ſhould attend her friend to Briſ- 
| tol—ſhe was conſcious ſhe was giving 
that friendly conſolation. to her friend 
Mrs. Sheffield which her preſent weak 
| Nate claimed of her:—ſhe' with an aſ- 
ſumed cheerfulneſs ſet about the neceſ- 
ſary-' preparations. —Sir George, in the 
_ preſence of Miliſtina, commiſſioned his 

ſon to ride over to Oak Cover the next 


morning, to enquire after Mrs. Shef- 


feld, and added“ You will receive 
from your ſiſter ber inſtructions as to 
the welcome information ſhe will charge 
you with of complying with her requeſt: 
to attend her.” Mr. Berrel wiſhed to 
have declined accepting this commiſſion, 
which he was very far from doing with 
his uſual good- nature and - with. to 
oblige on all -occafibns'by-his-increaſfing. 
attention to thoſe he regarded: he could 
HARD | 1 have 
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have aſſigned no proper reaſon, for de- 
clining what in appearance was the mere 
kind enquiries after the health of an 
eſteemed friend of his ſiſter's; but to 
Mr. Berrel this viſit was conſidered i in 
a very different point of view—it was 
no leſs than ſeeing the object of his 
unfortunate attachment, with all the 
added dangers to his future repoſe—as 
by ber alarming declining ſtate of 
health, which had even ſoftened her 


feminine 8 and heightened wer | 
charms. 


It was more than probable that he 
ſhould be admitted tete-a-tete, as Mr. 


Sheffield was never with his wife in a 
morning.—Mr. Berrel did not wiſh for 
any private converſation with Miliſtina, 
knowing, as he did, that ſhe would diſ- 
approve of the interview altogether.— 
His ſiſter well knew what had paſſed in 
her brother's heart on this occafion— 
relying on his FOOT and finding the 

preſent 
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preſent occaſion of ſeeing Mrs. Shef- 
field unavoidable in the preſence of Sir 
George and Lady Berrel, ſhe gave him: 
@ kind: meſſage to her friend; ſaying— 
4 ſhall be ready for our little journey 
whenever ſhe pleaſes to eall on me.” | 
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CcHAP. XII. 


\ 


Mx. Berrel, on his arrival at Oak 

Cover, was admitted to Mrs. Shef- 
field, whom at a late hour he found at 
breakfaſt. —Her countenance and the 

faint bluſh on her cheek, on Mr. 
Berrel's entrance, ſhocked him; as it 
indicated her alarming fituation, and 
called forth that dangerous pity ſo 


cloſely allied to hove.—She roſe with 


- fome difficulty when he came into the 
room, ſaying—* I promiſe myſelf. you 
are the meſſenger of welcome intelli- 
gence to me this morning :—will your - 
dear ſiſter comply with my anxious 
wiſh, and, with her uſual friendly kind- 
neſs, be the companion of an invalid 
for a ſhort time? Mr. Berrel placed 
himſelf. 
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himſelf at the table to aſſiſt Mrs. Shef- 
field, and ſaid “ I ſhall ever conſider 
this as the happieſt moment of my 
life, which gave me the power to 
aſſure Mrs. Sheffield that one wiſh of 
her heart is gratified :—Miliſtina, with 
infinite pleaſure, will attend you to 
Briſtol, with the full concurrence of Sir- 
George and Lady Berre]l.—Suffer me, - * 
on my. part, to fix the day for the 
Journey, as I am very impatient that 
you ſhould receive the expected benefit 
of the waters, and, as Mr. Churchill is 
to be your eſcort, it reſts only with you 
to name the day.” —* You forget, Mr. 
Berrel, 1. have no independent or ac- 
tive power, but under the total guidance 
and direction of another all my move 
ments are deſtined by Mr. Sheffield; 
but as I expect him every moment, will 
Mr. Berrel indulge me with his company, 
till hisfreturn, when I will aſk him for his 
decided anſwer as to the time of our. 
departure, in the .wiſh to give the 
earlieſt 
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earlieſt information, with my grateful 
love to your lovely filter, for this laſt, 
mark of a friendſhip of which I know 
not how to me its value! "oj | 
Mr. Henk was a e to 8 
and imperceptibly the minutes gathered, | 
to complete the hours, which inſenſibly 
paſſed between two perſons more than 
intereſting to each; other. TO Mrs. 
Sheffield it was —Miliſtina's brother ex- 
preſſing an anxious ſalicitude which ſne 
was not in the habit of exciting in any 
object but her brother and now for 
the nirſt time her heart ſuggeſted to ber 
the earneſt regret that Mr. Sheffield was 
not the ſame gentle, amiable character 
ſhe admired in Mr. Berrel:— their 
converſation was intereſting, and cor- 
reſpondent ſentiments on various ſub- | 
jetts that occurred tended. to improve | 
. a2 mutual approbation of the mental ene. 
ers of each other. | 
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The ſtable clock in a' drowſy Gan 
which vibrated after each ſtroke, aſſured 
Mr. Berrel it was three o'clock, and 
broke up the moſt agreeable tète-à- tète 
he had ever before experienced: he 
moſt expreſſively and reſpettfully thank- 
ed Mrs, Sheffield for the honour ſhe had 
done him, and with fearful apprehen- 
ſions of having fatigued her, returned 
in haſte to Trent Hall by their uſual 
dinner hour, which he bad ſo ſhort a 


time allowed him for as to oblige him 


to ride very hard. A thouſand painful 
and pleaſing ideas rufned on his mind on 


leaving her, and the impoſed reſtraint, 
which was to guard his- expreſſion at 
home, wholly 3, ep his mind * _ 


17 50 at Trent Han. 


On Mr. BerrePs athpearatieds Mi- 
liſtina read in his mind her perception 
was in this inſtance heightened by former 
obſervation—his exerted gaiety paſſed. 


unobſerved by Sir George and Lady 


Berrel, 


2 — 
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Berrel, and ſoon after dinner a note 
was put into Miliſtina's hands from Mrs. 
Sheffield, naming that day week for 
their intended journey, as fixed by 
Mr. Sheffield, with added compliments 


from him and Mr. Churchill, who was 


juſt returned from town. 


Miliſtina had various different ſenſa- 
tions on reading this note, and the near 
approach to the period that was to pro- 
duce a firſt, though temporary ſepara- 
tion from her beloved home, cauſed 
painful and depreſſive ideas, which were 
very apparent; but in the hope of con- 
quering them, ſhe. exerted herſelf to 


diſſipate what ſhe canſidered a weakneſs; 
in her compoſition, though, in fact, an 


amiable ſoftneſs —Miliſtina thought this 
| week advanced in its progreſs with more 
than uſual rapidity, and her ſpirits ſunk; 
on the eve of the morrow that the in- 
tended journey was to take place ;— 


they were obliged to be three days on - 


the- 


- 
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the journey, as Mrs. Sheffield was un 
equal to fatigue. Sir George had ſettled 
that Miliſtina ſhould go in his chaiſe to 
Oak Cover with her own maid, and 
footman on horſeback, and from thence 
the ſemmes de chambres were to travel in 
it on their jdurney, leaving a party- 
quarre for Mr. Sheffield's coach. — Mi- 
liſtina paſſed a ſleepleſs night, and heard. 
with unpleaſantneſs the cocks crow in 
the early morning.——She roſe by can- 
dle-light, and with a heavy heart flowly- 
repaired to her father's ſtudy, where ſne 
found the good Baronet and Lady Ber- 
re}, with her brother—a good break- 
faſt, and a blazing. wood fire the cur- 
tains down—and a general / ſtillneſs 
which prevails at that hour of the morn- 
ing.——Mr. Berrel was the gayeſt of the 
party—he was to attend Miliſtina to 
Oak Cover, and intended Jon the 
hunt afterwards. 


. | | By 
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At ſeven o'clock the chaiſe was an- 
nounced, and, with promiſe of writing 
daily, Miliſtina took a haſty leave, em- 
bracing her beloved parents, and with 
75 brother hurried into the chaiſe, ſay- 

to herſel.— I will return in a fort- 
ie at the lateſt.” For the firſt time 
in her life ſhe felt a ſort of painful re- 
ſtraint in the tete-a-tete with her 
brother, from a conſciouſneſs of the at- 
tachment ſhe felt in her own heart for 
the brother of the intereſting object 
which had fatally captivated the affec- 
tions of her own much-loved brother. — 


She dared not truſt herſelf on the ſub- 


ject, leſt ſhe ſhould betray a weakneſs 
that in this early ſtage of it ſhe wiſhed 
even to conceal from herſelf.— The 
diſtance was ſhort, and their converſa- 
tion was of the journey. —Miliftina had 
kindly undertaken to ſupport the ſpirits 
of her ſweet friend, at a time ſhe ſtood 


fo much in want of that balm which 


friendſhip offered. . 
Mr. 


* - 
: bl 
> 
——— — x, + w — — 
— * — — . 


— EPR ̃¶ 3ö& n 


118 MIS TINA. 


Mr. Berrel expreſſed his delight, that 
his ſiſter was to be the companion of the 
lovelieſt of women, and could not re- 
frain from ſaying ! How I envy you, 
my Miliſtina,” —Their arrival at Oak 
Cover put a ſtop to their converſation, 

with an aſſurance on the part of Mr. 
Berrel, that he would in her abſence 
double his attention to Ir George and 
Hy" Berrel. 


' CHAP, 


MiLISTiNAs 19 


W 


| CHAP. XIII. 


ON going into the breakfaſt room they 


found Mrs. Sheffield only, who was ſo 
weak as to be unequal to riſe to them: 
ſhe held out her hand to. Miliſtina, and 
in her expreſſive countenance more 


than looked her thanks to Miliſtina— | 


ſaying to Mr. Berrel, © What a valuable 
charge I receive from your hands!— 
vou do indeed truſt me with a treaſure 
of the trueſt worth. Jo be raiſed ſo 
highly in my own eſtimation by Mrs. 
Sheffield, may have the effect of making 
me very vain, and conſequently very 
diſagreeable. Remember hoy, difficult 
it is to ſuppreſs vanity once called 
forth.” Mr. Sheffield now came into the 
room to inform om all was ready, and 
they 
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they ſhouil have been off two hours 
ſooner ; adding—*-I have given my 
laſt charge to my huntſmah the hounds 
are going out this morning to Nettle- 
ſton Heath.” —On Mr. Berrel's ſaying 
it was his intention to join them, Mr. 
Sheffield ſaid —“ That's right—T wiſh I 
could go too; but this curſed trouble- 
ſome journey throws me off from every 
thing: come, let's be going, Harriet.” — 
So ſaying, he took Miliſtina's hand, 
notwithſtanding her requeſt © that he 
might aſſiſt Mrs. Sheffield; to which he 


replied —* Why, there's your brother 


to take care of her come along. 


Nr. Berrel, wich delight, afforded 
her all the ſupport he could to conduct 


her to the coach; he wiſhed he could 


bave prolonged the. moments that the 


fates had appointed him to the gratefa] 


care of attending 'Mrs. Sheffield : this 
was, as he-obſerved to her, the ſecond 


time he had been ſo happy as to be of 
oy ule 


"W 
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uſe to her, alluding to the firſt time he 


had ſeen her at nnn Caitle, 


| The ladies W now lat Mr. 
Sheffield holloed for the abſent Mr. 


mediately make his appearance,” he 
would order the poſtillions to drive off. 
Mr. Churchill came running from the 
houſe, and followed Mr. Sheffield into 
che coach: Miliſtina and her brother 
ſhook hands; Mr. Berrel aſſured Mrs, 


| Sheffield very emphatically of his earneſt 


wiſh to ſee her perſeQly reſtored to 
health, and, bowing to the party, 


the coach drove furioully on. Mr. 


Churchill apologiſed to the ladies for 
not being ready, and ſaid A letter 


de had written on regimental buſineſs 


nee bim. Fey * 301240 
1 Sheffield's 4 delleste frame was 
too weak 'for the rapid motion, which 
Miliſftina ſoon perceiving, begged Mr. 
Vor. I; fs Sheffield 
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Sheffield would ſtop che poſtillions, 
which, at her requeſt, he, did; and find- 
ing he muſt ſubmit to the horrid ne- 

ceſſity of being ſhut up in a coach, 

which he deteſted, for a whole day, he 
had recourſe to his favourite purſuit ; 

and aſking Miliſtina if ſhe perceived a 

ſingle tree in a low-looking marſhy 

field to the right of a cover, which- at 
firſt ſhe did not, but, on her obſerving 

more attentively, ſhe ſaid “ I think I 

do, Sir.''—< Well then, once, when I 

was cloſe at the bruſh of a fox, after 
a long run juſt by that tree, a little to 
the left of it, I got into a damned bog 

up to the ſkirts of my ſaddle: there I 

ſtuck, and ſpoilt, the beſt hunter that 

ever went into the field, and loſt the 
beſt day's ſport I ever had, though we \ 

did not kill, as the fox made to that 
cover there.” —This intereſting con- 

verſation to Mr: Sheffield was put a 

ſtop to by Mr. Berrel's overtaking the 

coach, Aen. was aſcending a hill 
which 


— 
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| which gave. him the pleaſure of again 
ſeeing the travellers, and riding by the 
ſide of the coach to the top of the hill, 

when he again took leave of them, and 
gallopped, to his regret, in an oppoſite 
direction, with an attendant train of 
painful thoughts and 8 for 
the future. 


Fortune had be Mr. Sheffield's 
oath with, the choiceſt flowers, and he 

_ diſtinguiſhed them not from noxious 
weeds: he had within his graſp all the 
faireſt gifts that could be beſtowed; 
but he had not a heart ſo formed o 
feel the bleſſings. in his poſſeſſion; in 
the preſent inſtance he: was at. the fum- 
mit of worldly delights—in the ſociety 
of two of the lovelieſt women—beau- 
tiful, virtuous with minds ſuperigr to 
their Fw and one of thoſe amiable wo- 
men was his wiſe: and yet what would have, 
conſtituted the happineſs of thouſands,” 
to be three days without an interruption 
G 2 in 
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in their ſociety, he conſidered and con- 
feſſed the greateſt of all poſſible bores— 
to be boxed up with them,” —Mr. 
Sheffield had never been in the habit 
of cancealing the -opinions that ſug- 
geſted themſelves, andhe declared them 
to his fair companions. Not ſo Mr, 
Churchill—he was as happy as the vi- 
ſible declining health of his ſiſter would 
permit, and he aſcribed a gloom that 
hung over him ſolely to this cauſe. He 
was highly gratified by the contempla- 
tion of ſo much tranſcendent beauty ; 
and to know he was to be in the ſociety 
of ſuch an intereſting woman for ſome 
days, was an event that muſt enſure 
him infinite pleaſure. 


As the Shefficlds travelled with their 
own horſes, they journeyed towards the 
cloſe of the evening, and arrived at 
their deſtined fleeping-place at eight 
o'clock : the invalid was much fatigued, 
and they were not a little diſappointed 

Chg to 
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0 hear from the ſmirking landlord, at 
the only inn on the road, that he had 
not a room or bed unoccupied, and that 
the Lord Lieutenant and his Lady were 
juſt gone forward with four horſes. Mr. 
Sheffield ſwore moſt violently.— Mr. 
Churchill, on his ſiſter's account, la- 
mented the neceſſitiy of her going ano- 
ther ſtage, and the ladies moſt patiently 
ſubmitted to what was unavoidable.— A 
monthly afſembly was held at this inn on 
that night, and conſequently every part 
of it had been previouſly engaged: the 
travellers took. four poſt-horſes, and 
proceeded on a ſtage of fifteen miles to 
the next town. Mr. Sheffield's anger 
ſubſided in a degree: when they had got 
about four miles, and to the general 
relief of the party this pleaſant. com- 
panion fell faſt aſleep. | * 


Mr. Churchill had engaged Miliſtina's 
intereſting converſation, when the coach 
ſtopped ſo ſuddenly as almoſt to diſ- 

G 3 . place 
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of Mr. Sheffield, which came with its 
force againſt Mr. Churchill's ſhoulder. | 
Before any queſtion could even in 
thought be aſked, the coach-door 
opened, and a voice ſfaid—* For mercy's 
ſake; take this unfortunate lady into 
your coach!””*—By this time the ſtep 
was let down, and a woman of uncom- 
mon bulk was climbing in, and was 
fitting herſelf on Mr. Sheffield's lap, 
who roared out Who the devil —_ 
we here? Not ſo, Madam, by G. 
| He now became furiouſly enraged, and 
| | his anger knew no bounds—the good 
| | lady not being of that ſubſtance which 
floats in air, was ſure of a ſpace where= _. 
ever her unwieldy weight ſhould fall: 
| ſhe had by this time ſeated herſelf on 
the delicate lap of the gentle Miliſtina, 
who, though almoſt cruſhed in filent 
1 aſtoniſhment, ſupported her preſſure, 
vi till ſhe could ſay, Madam, we will make 
| room for you between us—if you wilt 
give 


Il place the party, particularly the head 
| 
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give me leave. —Poor' Mrs. Sheffield 
had with great difficulty, till now, ſup- _ 
ported her bodily fatigue, and this laſh 
exertipn of her ſtrength was almoſt too 
much for her: ſhe could not ſpeak, but 
retired as much as ſhe could into the 
corner of the coach made a vacancy 
between her and Miliſtina, which the 
intruding lady more than occupied, for 
a conſiderable part of her projecting 
weight reſted on poor Miliſtina, who 
was now wholly abſorbed by her ap- 
| ee for her friend. ?- „ #7 


- Miliflina del; the effeſt of this 
haſty alarm on her delicate ſtate — ſalts 
had kept her from fainting—the un- 
known lady had never ceaſed talking 
from the moment ſhe came into the 
coach. * | Th my * "> 


The gentlemen had jumped out to 
fee what had ariſen; the darkneſs of 
the night concealed the ladies from 

| e each 
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each others obſervation, —The ſtranger 
_ aid in a coarſe rough voice very em- 
phatically—** That eternal fool, Sir 
David, has. brought me into this pretty 
Etuation by my too eaſy compliance 
with all his whims. and nonſenſe, but 
it has always been my misfortune to be 
too yielding; if I had had my way, we 
fhauld have ſtaid all night at the laſt 
town, inſtead of attempting the darkneſs, 
as we did, to do us a miſchief.” This 
rouſed Mrs. Sheffield and Miliſtina, and 
almoſt at the moment they joined their 
gentle notes to enquire if the ſtranger 
was not hurt, and expreſſing a hope that 
the accident they conceived to have hap- 
pened had not been attended by any. 
bad conſequences to any of her party.— 
* Why hurt, Madam ! why how could I 
poſlibly eſcape, when the coach upſet? — 
1 fell on that fool, Sir David, and. that 
| ſpider, my maid, but ſhe ſhall pay for 
it; ſhe kept kicking me in the face, 
notuwithſtanding wy (cxeams—and the: 
pde: 
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jade, by the help of ſtepping on my 
fide, extricated herſelf from the coach 
through the window, for the ſnake 
would go through the neck of a bottle, 
and in this deplorable fituation Sir 
David and 1 remained I think a quar- 


ter of an hour, when moſt fortunately ed 


they got the coach-door open, and at 
laſt they dragged me out at the riſk 
of diſlocating both my ſhoulders, which 
for any thing I know they have ef- 


5 feted. 2 


The 1 had ſo completely ditt 
pated all compaſſion and concern, even 
from the feeling breaſts of Mrs. Shef- 
field and Miliſtina, by the information 
ſhe had juſt given them, that they only 
requeſted ſhe would occupy the preſent 
vacant ſeat in the- coach, which ſhe did 
to the great relief of Miliſtina, and by 
this time the gentlemen returned, and 
Mr. Sheffield faid, with an ill grace— — 
We muſt take you to the next inn, for 

G5 your 
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your. coach is all to pieces—this is a 
curſed bore, but make what room you 
can, for you run none of the ſmalleſt.” — - 
The ladies propoſed taking Mr. Shef- 
field, or Mr. Churchill, between them ; 
but the former was not in a humour to 
attend to the propofition, which Mr. 
Churchill availed himſelf of, and the 
ſtranger and Mr. Sheffield moſt com- 
pletely filled the back feat, Mr. Sheffield 
taking as much to his ſhare as he could, 
and. rudely crowded 'the troubleſome 
ſtranger. © This will be a damn'd dear 
accident to you, Madam, for your coach 
is all knocked to pieces.” Mr. Churchill 
now humanely ſaid—* The lady has great 
reaſon to be thankful that ſhe is not 
materially hurt herſelf, and that the gen- 
tleman has efcaped without eſſentially 
ſuffering.” —* Sir, I am bruifed to 
death, and it is no thanks to Sir David 
that I am not killed. I am aftoniſhed 
he is alive himſelf,” for J am fure I was 
almoſt ſuffocated that lay uppermoſt, Tt 


18 
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is a wonder Sir David did not break 
every bone he has, for he has nothing 
but ſkin to cover them, or ever had fp 
fince I married him.“ 


Mr. Churchill with ſurprize at what 
| w had juſt heard from a female, inter- 
tupted her by : faying—* Why really, 
Madam, I do think his eſcape has been 
a moſt providential  one—your woman 
is very much frightened, but 1 hope not 
burt. — We have put her in the chaiſe 
with theſe ladies attendants, and the Gen- 
ueman will follow, you, Madam, in a 
bired chaiſe he has ſent for.“ That 
is his look out; he will, I am ſure, be 
aſhamed to ſee my face, after the danger 
his mad folly, has led me into; but he 
n pay for it, and with A e bo 


i o_ will 1 ies. you,” faid is 
Sheffield; (who now, for the firſt time 
particularly addrefſed his wife, by ſay- 
e This damn'd accident, Harriet, 

G 6 has 
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has been the devil, and all for you; who? 


was half dead with fatigue before, but 


you ſhall not ſet out to-morrow * till our 
own time.“ 


Miliſtina expreſſed her anxious fear 


to Mr. Churenill, and, on Mrs. Shef- 


field's n lamented the ye 


Mrs. Sheffield could ody ſay, You 
are all very good—I ſhall not to- 


morrow I hope call forth Miſs Berrel's 


kind concern, and I ' ſhall be a leſs 


troubleſome companion than 1 ne 
deen to-day.“ ; 


Mr. Sheffield ſaw the diſtant lights of 
the town they were approaching, and 
with a joyful exclamation ſaid You 
ſhall have the belt ſupper, Harriet, the 
inn affords—a good bottle of wine, Wil- 
liam, will be no bad wing. When they 


ſtopped at the Sceptre and Crown, what 
an i objeR- did even W c ian water's 


hight, 


. 
P 
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light, at the coach door, preſent to 
the travellers a ſight of the ſtranger.— 
The firſt object of the party was to at- 
tend to the invalid, who with great diffi- 
culty, without her fainting, was con- 
dufted to a couch in a comfortable 
room, where Miliſtina remained with 
her. Mr. Churchill kindly returned to 
eondutt the ſtranger by the help of the 
waiter, Mr. Churehill got her out of 
the coach, and with more difficulty 
placed her ſafe in the room, where ſne 
exhibited ſuch a figure, as would have 
dropped from Hogarth's pencil perfect. 
She was a woman of an uncommon cir- 
 eumference—fhort—about fifty, with the 
plaineſt face that ever preſented: ſelf 
to the world, and that face ſcratched 
in every direction, but only ſkin.deep : 
a complete te of hair, or wig in ring- 
lets, had, in her fall, departed conſider- 
ably from its proper direction round her 
fat face, and had left her ears unadorned, 
n in their projecting ſtate; a white 
beaver 
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beaver hat, and a forlorn drooping pink 
feather, completed the ornament of her 
head; ſhe had a habit, which in pulling 


her out of the window had burſt both 
the ſleeves. — Mr. Churchill retired, and 


left the ladies together. — Miliſtina could 
not ſuppreſs her laugh, but reſtrained it 


enough to ſay, in a compoſed tone —“ I 


am ſorry. to ſee your face, Madam, has 


been ſo much injured by your fall. I 


would adviſe your immediate applica- 


tion of ſomething to it your head-dreſs 
is a little diſcompoſed—ſhall I ring 
for your maid's aſſiſtance ? —Miliſtina 
dreaded. Mr. Sheffield's coming into 
the room, and beholding her in her 
preſem ſtate; even Mrs. Sheffield looked 
expreſſive of her aſtoniſhment at Mi- 
liſtina, and ſmiled. —The, ſtranger ſaid, 
Had you ſtopped at the George, I 

ſhould have been quite; at home; but 
here I am quite a, ſtranger, and at pre- 
ſent am not in a ſtate! to be moved; 
and as to my maid, I hate che ſignt of 
a the 


— . 
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the frightful creature, for J am ſure 1 
ſhall bear the marks of her ſprawling 
long legs to the grave.“ She now by a 
fortunate tug advanced her tète, hat, 
and all to the joy of Miliſtina, who 
really felt ſhocked that the gentlemen 
ſhould ſee her ſuch a deplorable figure; 
and the ladies found it impoſſible to get 
rid of her, till her moſt unfortunate 
huſband arrived to receive the volley 
of abuſe ſhe had prepared for his re- 
ception. The CEN ſoon rejoined 
the ne 


Mr. Sheffield, in whom the true e ſpirk 


of miſchief was rooted, was determined 


to enjoy the meeting between the un- 
ſortunate Sir David Marlow, and his 
hateful antidote to love, eſteem, and 
friendſhip—his deteſted wife. He was 
ſoon gratified by the appearance of Sir 
David, a man in the vale of years, 
between fifty and fixty, of an awkward 
figure, fix feet high, long legs, and 

bones 
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bones covered with a yellow ſkin, the 
conſequence. of a bilious habit —He 
aſcended the ſtairs with a heavy reluQant 
ſtep, dreading to behold her Ladyſhip, 
who he too well knew would load him 
with the coarſeſt abuſe, from which the 
prefence of a hoſt of obſervers could 


not exempt him. After ſtiffly bowing. 
to the party, he began in the moſt ſup- 


plicating tone of voice to addreſs her 
Ladyſhip; firſt, by anxious enquiries af- 


ter her ſafety, and begging her ten thou- 


ſand pardons for being the cauſe, though 


innocently, of her meeting with this ſad: 


accident. Experience, long experience, 
had taught him, that the only means of 
appealing her furious wrath was al- 
ways to put himſelf in the wrong, by 
which he diſarmed her too often from 
the deligbt of argument and contra- 
diction: but, alas! in this inſtance, her 
fury had been too long pent up to be 
longer reſtrained. —< I am aſtoniſhed, 


Sir David, you are not aſhamed. to look 


$ me. 


(I 
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me in the face, after the fine ſcrape you . 
have got me intoi—'Tis-a miracle to 


me [I have a whole bone in my body— 


no thanks to you that. the / ſurgeons. 


have not got me into their clutches for 
| theſe ſix months to come. I tell you 


what, Sir David, if ever you catch me 
in a coach, chaiſe, or phaeton, again 
with you, VN be as ene a — as a 

ſelf. 53 : 


* permit me, my "OR ww Mar- 
low to pa Raves No, Sir, I will not 
permit you to ſay.. The compaſſionate- 
party ſaw her fury rifing to ſuch a fear- 
ful height, that they interfered to divert 
the impetuous torrent of ber abuſe, by 
enquiries if her Ladyſhip's watch was 


ſafe, an unfortunate thought which had 


occurred to Miliſtina. She was anſwer- 
ed by almoſt a ſcream:— “ The Devib 
take it, if it is not loſt, as ſure as we 
all live Ran down, Sir David, and 
go tia and hod i it—you may thank 


yourlelk * 
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yourſelf for the trouble. Mr. Shef- 

field ſaid— I'll bet you ten to one 
you will never find it; what odds will 
youtake, William, that ſhe does?“ The 
entrance of a good ſupper brought in 
by the landlord put an end to Mr. 
Sheffield's kind obſervation. The la- 
dies urged Sir David's deferring his 
ſearch till after ſupper, and the gentle- 
men kept the peace between them, 
though, in fact, poor Sir David had 
never ventured lince they married to 
break it, or oppoſe one wiſh of his dear 
wife. Mrs. Sheffield, and her dear 
friend, withdrew at an early hour, wiſh- 
ing Lady Marlow good night, and hoping 
ſhe would __ the watch. 


Mr. Sbefßeld was e to be! re- 
4 the Lady for the trouble ſne 
had given by ſtirring up the ſpirit of re- 
bellion in the heart of poor Sir David. — 
Lady Marlow retired in ſullen anger 


to her apartment, accepting the offered 
ſervice 


NMILIS TINA. 139 


ſervice of the chamber-maid, that her 


ſpider might not ſee herfelf-conceived. 
humiliating figure. She ſent to ſum- 
mons Sir David to'come to her imme- 
diately, and diſpatched a man on horſe- 
back, with a lantern, to find her watch 
on the fatal ſpot this accident happened. 
Had the recovery of this uſeful orna- 
ment depended on her Ladyſnip's de- 
ſcription of it, the watch would never 
have been reſtored: ſhe valued it at 
double what it coſt her great grand- 
mother, and ſaw it with the modern 
eye of admiration. Mr. Sheffield ſoon 
effected his intended plan, by ordering 
fome ſtrong brgndy punch, with a large 
portion of acid, which ſoon rattled the 
abject Knight toa FR hero.” | 


Mr. Sheffield had no ebe to 
his projected ſcheme, as Mr. Churchill 
had retired ſoon after the ladies, with a 
happy ſatisfaction ariſing from the de- 
2 day he had paſſed with the love- 


lieſt 
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lieſt of women, and eagerly anticipated 
the ſucceeding one he was ſo happily 
deſtined to ſpend in her ſociety—Re- 
collegion of the paſt, and anticipation- 
of the future, produce our keeneſt de- 
lights and poignant ſorrows: he felt his 

ſpirits as much elated: by pleaſure as Sir 
David did by punch. After Mr. Shef- 
field had wound up the Knight to the 


pitch of courage neceſſary for encoun- 


tering a hoſt of enraged women, he left 
him as happy as a prince, though with 
an empty bowl, taking care to tie up 


the bell. fo. that he might not have it 


repleniſhed:. he was not in quite ſo bleſt 
a ſtate of temporary forzetfulneſs as ta 
be loſt to the recollection of being the 
huſband of Lady Marlow, and ſtagger- 
ing to the door, called aloud to the 
waiter for lights to condu& him to his 
Lady's apartment. —No waiter anſwered 
his call, and after attempting to open 
ſeveral chamber- doors that fortunately. 
were faſtened, a room door removed. 
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to the end of a long paſſage readily 
opened, and preſented the valiant 
Knight to his own dear wife, whoſe 
preſent figure in her night-dreſs would 


have appalled ; all the demons of dark- 


neſs, Her fat face was enveloped in 
robes of -dirty flannel, and her body 

conſiderably enlarged; imagination could 
have no idea of its boundary from the 


| looſe drapery of a quilted cotton dreff- 


ing-gown, which came down to the 
large yellow flippers which fitted her 
enormous feet. —Sir David was in that 
happy ſtate of inebriety which feels in 
good humour with all the world, When 
he entered his Lady's apartment, ſhe 
was ſitting in a large green ſtuff chair, 
waiting in angry expettation for Sir 
David. She had hardly time to articu- 
late—* You fool, Sir David, where in 
the name of the Devil have you been?“ 
when, to her furious aſtoniſhment, Sir 
David wound bis long arms round ther 
en and iſſed her ſo often, and with 


ſuch 


ſuch roughneſs, as really to <a her 
neck—a liberty he had never wiſhed 40 

„ take for theſe laſt Sichten years of their 

= happy s union, 


| | ; 
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Had all the, ee 98 of 
Africa .encircled her, ſhe would have 
=_ - ſupported it with more patience than 
| this atrocious att of impudence in Sir 
| David; at length, by bodily exertion, 
| ſhe. repulſed him, and the intoxicated 

Knight vowed he would fit up and kiſs 

her all night. I have given you a thou- 

ſand proofs of my tender love and at- 
tachment I never loved more than half 

a dozen women better than I did you 

and now I find nothing in the leaſt like. 

you. Sir David than ſpoke a fatal truth, 
for ſhe was a matchleſs dame—ſhe was 
obliged to endure the paſſionate torture 
of her mind, after having exhauſted, 
her ſtrength; with rage and abuſe, her 
unfortunate huſband (happy Sir David) 
vas not in a ſtate to receiye: he ſub- 
48770 mitted 
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mitted to the preſſing impulſe of pain 
and fatigue, and threw herſelf on the 


bed, leaving Sir David in the great 


chair ſhe had juſt vacated in the happy 
delirium, which ended in a profound 
fleep; and a continued ſnore to the an- 
noyance of her Ladyſhip, whoſe neck 
was ſo twiſted and ftrained, that ſhe 
could not cloſe her. eyes from the pain 
of it. Happy would it have been for 
poor Sir David, if he could have flept 
on; but, alas! he was to wake to her 
projected revenge, which erigrofſe h her 
mind en a ey wakeful _— | 
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CH AP. X IV. 


THE travellers roſe early; the invalid 
' recruited from a night's repoſe, and her 
ſpirits refreſhed. - Miliſtina alone paſſed 
a ſleepleſs night; various emotions de- 
preſſed the amiable weakneſs of her 
affeQions, which were painfully called 
forth by the dear recollection of thoſe 
ſhe had parted with in the morning: 
ſhe repented ſhe had left them, and 
then reproved herſelf for the regret. 
The anticipated journey then preſented 
itſelf with pleafing promiſes of pleaſure. 
Mr. Churchill appeared to her amiable 
and intereſting; he had been anxiouſly 
- attentive to her during the day—his 
ſiſter ſhe tenderly loved. —Miliſtina's 
5 450 boſom till this period had only 


1 1 received 
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received the impreſſion of parental and 

ſiſterly affection Love was now imper- | 
ceptibly aſſailing her ſoft- heart ; its firſt 
approach diffuſed a fort of anxious 
apprehenſion, which the extreme refine- 
ment of her ſentiments did not approve, 
from her preſent imperfe& knowledge 
of the object which produced them. 


Miliſtina ſaw the morning dawn with 
pleaſure, and, reverſing the uſual order 
of cuſtom, called her woman, who ſlept 
in her apartment, to prepare for her 
riſing, previouſly diſpatching Hawthorn 
to make particular enquiries after Mrs. 
Sheffield. The welcome aſſurance that 
ſhe had paſſed a quiet night exhilirated 
the ſpirits of her friend Miliſtina, and 
diſſipated the languid expreſſion ſhe 
aroſe with :—ſhe dreſſed with impatient 
haſte, anxious to ſee Mrs. Sheffield, 
whom ſhe met on the ſtairs, abet 
by her brother. A combination of 
pleaſing ſenſations deeply tinged the 
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cheeks of Miliſtina with glowing bluſhes, 
which the evident obſervation of her 
friends heightened. To the timid mind 


of extreme ſenſibility the chain of re- 


fined ſentiments are ſo delicately linked, 
that the flighteſt touch of conceived 


 Impropriety diſcompoſes its order. The 


united enquiries of her friends preceded 
her own—they- had reached the room 
prepared for their reception before ſhe 
could aſk Mrs. Sheffield the queſtion 

anxious ſolicitude ſuggeſted ; after the 
mutual morning ſalutations had paſſed, 


Mrs. Sheffield aſſured Miliſtina, that the 


delight ſhe experienced in having ſuch 
a companion inſured to her for ſome 
time had acted like a charm on her 
health and ſpirits; ſhe preſſed her young 
friend's hand, ſaying—“ I ſhall owe my 
recovery to a moſt charming remedy.” 


%. 


Mr. Churchill anticipated the wiſhes 


of his ſiſter, and prevented, by his af- 


feRionate attentions,' her being in want 
Fa ag 
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of thoſe comforts that home only uſually 
can ſupply : he had, with ſome diffi- 
* culty, advanced an awkward couch to 
the fire, and with tender care placed 
bis ſiſter on it, when he addreſſed the 
fair Miliſtina with the moft reſpeAful 
politeneſs—enquired if ſhe had reco- 
vered the friendly anxiety ſhe had ſo 
'evidently ſuffered the preceding day on 
his fiſter's account. To a diſcerning. 
attention Mr. ,Churchill's countenance 
was animated with the moſt. pleaſing 
expreſſions of good-natured ſatisſaction. 
Mr. Sheffield joined the trio at break- 
5 faſt with a vacant ſtupid look, and began 
the day with yawning and ſtretching, 
and declared if it had not been for the 
fun Sir David had afforded him before 
he went to bed, he ſhould have died of 
the fatigue he had undergone the pre- 
ceding day.——The travellers departed 
after breakfaſt ; Mrs. Sheffield ſo much 
\ recruited. by an unuſual good night, as 
to determine her . huſband to perform 

Wn. the 
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the remainder of their journey that day: 
they arrived ſome hours after dark at 


_ Briſtol Wells:—the invalid very much 


fatigued, and her: obſtinate huſband 
thankful that the ng Journey Was at 
=_ rr e 


Miligina at the requeſt of her friend, 
attended by the gentlemen, went the 
next morning to fix on a houſe fituated - 
near the Wells, for the convenience of 
a ſhort walk for Mrs. Sheffield ; having 
been unſucceſsful in meeting with one diſ- 
engaged exactly calculated for the com- 


fortable accommodation of her friend, 
_ Miliſtina was returning to the hotel juſt . 


at the hour when thoſe invalids who 
had ſtrength enough left were juſt ſup- 
ported by their feeble limbs 'to the fa- 
lutary ſpring, from which ſo many 
wretched beings reſt their laſt and 
fainteſt hope that it may reſtore the 
loved object of their ſoul's affeftion !— 
How many, alas! are doomed to the 
acuteſt 
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acuteſt agony of mental ſuffering, by 
ſeeing thoſe valued treaſures of their 
hearts here breath their laſt ſigh.— An 
excellent man and charming poet has 
ſweetly, and with pious reſignation, ex- 
preſſed the exalted virtues of a beloved 
wife who died at Briſtol. _ 


TAKE, holy Earth, all that my Soul holds dear, 
Take that beſt Gift that Heav'n fo lately gave; 
To Briſtol Fount I bore, with trembling Fear, 
Her faded Form—ſhe bow'd to taſte the Wave, 
And died. Does Youth—does Beauty read theſe lines? 
Does ſympathetic Fear their Hearts alarm ? * 
Speak, dead Max1a ! breathe a Strain divine? 
Ei en in the Grave thou ſhalt have Power to charm. | 
Bid them be chaſte, be innocent like thee, _ : 
Bid them, in Duty's Sphere, as meekly move; 
And, if fo fair, from Vanity ſo free, 
So firm in Friendſhip, and ſo fond in Love, 
Tell them, though 'tis an awful Thing to die, 
It wase'entothee—yet, the dread Pathonee trod, 
Heav'n lifts its everlaſting Portals high, 
And bids the pure in Heart behold their God! 


+ & I 
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fo painfully preſented themſelves, and 
ſome on whom the heftic faint bluſh 
| was expiring on the .cheek of death, 


recollection of her dear fick friend pre- 
ſented this melancholy picture of de- 
clining human nature in the form of 
| her loved Mrs. Sheffield, that her buſy 
14 mind inſtantly, from poſſibility, ſhewed 
{1 her the probability that ſhe might ſee her 
1 friend reduced to the ſad ſtate of the 
objetts that then ſo painfully exerted 
her ſoſteſt pity, that ſhe burſt into tears 
| not to be repreſſed, and were only con- 
|| cealed by a deep veil which ſhaded her 
1 beautiful face from minute obſervation : 
but her tremulous voice was obſerved 
17 by Churchill, whoſe congenial ſoul had 
i | | felt all that had paſſed in Miliſtina's, 
il | with the additional pain which the 
change of. countenance. and filence of 


4.8 The pale and emaciated figures that 


] | fo awfully ſtruck the ſoft heart of Mi- 
JI} | liſtina with feeling compaſſion, and the 
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this lovely woman bad inflicted on his 
| feeling heart. 


Mr. Sheffield, with a mind as vacant 
as the preſent expreſſion. of his face, 
was walking by the fide of Miliſtina, 
with his hands in the pockets of a long 
cut hunting-coat—with eyes that did not 
conſciouſly convey one idea to his 
mind, till, juſt as he got to the door of 
the hotel, he obſerved to Miliſtina, that 
he never ſaw ſuch a damned looking 


ſet of ſick pools got together in his 
life. 


The languid looks and heavy eyes 2 


Mrs. Sheffield, and her foft and affec- 


tionate manner of addreſſing Miliſtina 
on her return, overſet her previous de- 
termination to exert herſelf to conceal 
the tender impreſſion her heart had 
received from the contemplation of fel- 
low creatures apparently ſo near the 
lalt ſad ſtage of ſuffering exiſtence, that, 

Co 
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in faltering accents, ſhe made a kiirried 
enquiry after Mrs. Sheffield, and with- 
drew to the window to conceal her 
emotions ; and, as an excuſe for what 
ſhe choſe to call ſtupidity, aſcribed it to 
an unuſual head-ach, and immediately 
after breakfaſt excuſed herſelf to her 
friends by ſaying, ſhe muſt abſent 
herſelf, to write letters to her. family. 


When a ſoft nature is depreſſed, it 
is apt to dwell on gloomy ideas, and 
indulge them. Miliftina diſmifſed her 
woman, whom ſhe found in her apart- 
ment buly in arranging her trunks, &c. 
Miliſtina was kind-hearted to all around 
her; her mind was too much refined, 
and her underſtanding too good, 
make a companion or friend of a perſon 
whoſe different education conſtitute the 
only inferiority ſhe felt between Haw- 
thorn and herſelf. Retired in her room, 
Miliſtina's feelings were in ſome mea- 
{ure relieved by tears, and it was near 

the 
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the hour her letters ſhould. have been 
finiſhed before ſhe could compoſe her 
mind ſufficiently to write to ber father 
a hurried letter; and, under the inno- 

cent deceit of an increaſed head- ach, 
concealed from all but the obſerving 
eyes of a lover the real effects of che 
Ann of her ſpirits. 


Mr. Churebill niches Miliſtina with 

the penetrating attention of anxious ten- 
derneſs, which ſtrongly ſpoke the ſen- 

timents of his heart: the evening was 

ſpent very agreeably to the trio, as Mr. 

Sheffield could not fairly be ſaid to be 
of the party, as he ſlept on a ſofa; he 

vas not ſo happy as to derive any 

amuſement from the delightful ſociety 
of rationality and good ſenſe His 

lovely wife was evidently much better, 

and more cheerful and happy than ſhe 

had felt for a long time, which reſtored 

the ſweet ſmile of grateful ſatisfaction 

bo her gentle affectionate friend. 


H 5 e 
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The next day, by the exertion of 
Mr. Churchill and Miliſtina, the invalid 
and party were ſettled - in their houſe: 
the tender care of Miliftina faved her 
friend, for ſome time, the pain of ſeeing. 
the invalids at Briſtol, by perſuading: - 
her to go at an early hour to the Wells, 
under an aſſurance that it would be 
conducive to her recovery, and pre- 
clude them from the obſervation of 
ſtrangers. | | 


The fourth morning after their ar- 
rival at Briſtol, Mrs. Sheffield and her 
conſtant fair attendant, Miliſtina, - was 
ſupporting her on her arm, both en- 
gaged in intereſting converſation, when 
Miliſtina heard a quick, and, as ſhe 
thought, well-known footſtep eloſe be- 
hind her: ſhe turned her head, and, to 
her infinite ſurprife, ſaw her brother. — 
The ladies ſtopped, and Mr. Berrel in 
a moment was before them, with a face 
Eine with youthful pleaſure, and a 

countenance 
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countenance animated with the delight 
he felt on beholding the two objeas on 

earth he moſt adored. After embracing 

his ſiſter, he offered Mrs. Sheffield his 
arm, which, as an invalid, ſhe accepted, 
and kindly expreſſed her pleaſure at this 
NE ny addition to their delightful 
party.—* Is this a ſtolen march, my 
dear Henry, or are we to thank my 
dear father and mother for your un- 
*expeRed appearance? 


Mr. Berrel now put a large packet 
into his ſiſter's hands, and ſmilingly 
ſaid “ You are very impatient for my 
letters of recommendation, which 1 had 
not intended to deliver ſo ſoon: no 
ambaſſador ever ſet out on an embaſſy 
with ſo much pleaſure as myſelf. I did 
not receive my credentials ſealed till 
yeſterday morning, when I aſſure you, 
Mrs. Sheffield, I loſt no time in for- 
warding them to the deſtined court. 


1 6 Miliſtina 
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Miliſtina had now for a moment re- 
ſigned her charge to her brother, and 
. was impatiently breaking the ſeal of her 
letters, when ſhe found herſelf at the 
door of their houſe, which Mrs. Shef- 
field and her brother had juſt entered. 


Mr. Berrel had been out ſeveral times 
with Mr. Sheffield's hounds fince the 
family had left Oak Cover, and had a 
moſt deſperate run with them the very 
day previous to his departure for Briſ- 
tol, which made his arrivala moſt happy 
event to Mr. Sheffield: he had totally 
engroſſed him for the firſt hour after his 
arrival, and as the ſubjett of. his en- 
quiries was ſo highly intereſting to him, 
made him repeat all he had ſaid to the 
ladies, and inſiſted on his giving all the 
particulars of the laſt day's hunting, 
which in politeneſs he abridged ſo much, 
that Mr. Sheffield ſaid “ You have a 
damn'd ſhort memory, for you have 
not "told them half you did me of the 
| x particulars,” 
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particulars,” fo pleaſing was the repe- 
tition: Mr. Sheffield's enquiries after 
all the hounds and hunters by name now 
became ſo very minute, that it was not 
in Mr. Berrel's power to gratify them, 
not having a divided knowledge or in- 
tereſt in the merit of the different dogs 
that compoſed his pack, which Mr. 
Sheffield very much regretted, as he in- 
tended that day writing to Freebolt his 
huntſman. Mr. Sheffield did allow that 
he had got more out of Mr. Berrel than 
all the damn'd fools in this place would 
have told him put together ; for he had 
never ſeen ſuch a curſed ſet of bores 
got to the fame place in his life before: 

he wiſhed he had fome of the ſneaking 
puppies he had ſeen there, doing no- 
thing but walk after the women all day, 
at Oak Cover, he would make them 
help Freebolt ſweep the ſtable out, and 
clean the kennel to bring them to their 
colour, 0 


Miliſtina 
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Miliſtina was impatient to ſeclude 
herſelf from the company to read her 
1 letters, and flew to her room, where the 
| firſt thing that met her eyes was a note 
addreſſed to herſelf in a well-known: 
hand laying on her dreffing-table :—ſhe | 
impatiently opened it, and read as fol- 
lows : | | 


« It is ſo eſſential to my future peace 
% of mind and happineſs, that I ſhould: 
« have a few minutes converſation with 
« Miſs Berrel, that I break the bounds: 
« preſcribed by acquaintance, and aſpire 
« to the happy privilege of friendſhip. 
« When I preſume to ſtrongly ſolicit, 
«« you will permit me verbally to com- 
* municate the contents of a letter this 
% moment received from the War- 
Office - my requeſt will have double 
« weight, when it is ſtrengthened by the 
<« affettion you have for my ſiſter, wo 
is moſt materially intereſted in the 
event of a prayer I have to make to 

; «her. 


N 
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her trueſt, and too ſhortly. only friend 


* in England. May 1 hope for half an 


„hour of your attention, after. break... 
. & faſt, to give my moſt anxious requeſt 


e the ſanQtion of your approbation by 
«. your gracious compliance. 
I have the honour to be, 
Wich great reſpett, 
« Your moſt obedient, | 
„ WILLIAM CHURCHILL,” 


Various different half. formed ideas 
ruſhed in ſuch quick ſucceſſion, that ſne 


eould not immediately arreſt one float- 
ing ſuggeſtion this letter conveyed to 


her, ſo much did the preſent agitated 
ſtate of her ſpirits preclude the admiſſion 
of any decided inference from the con- 
tents of his letter, and it was, not till a 
fecond reading. that ſhe was affured 
of the too painful certainty that Mr. 
Churchill was ſhortly to quit England : 
to be expoſed to perſonal danger. This 
was the firſt moment 'of Miliſtina's life 

| that 
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that her judgment (unſupported) - had 
been called forth - O! that my fa- 
ther was with me, to decide for me: what 


anſwer ſtrict propriety would ſuggeſt to 


the firſt. requeſt made to me by any 


young man but my brother, receiving 
advice from what we conceive! to be a 
fuperior judgment, only to weaken the 


opinion we have of our own.—The 


vain wiſh Mihſtina had formed of abler 


counſel only retarded the deciſion, 


_ . which was to depend on herſelf alone.— 
Purity of heart is our firſt beſt guide for 
the deciſion of our judgment, as it is 


not influenced by the apprehenſions of 


conſequences i in future, known only to 
the artful and Ang ing. 


Miliſtina 3 ſeeking the op- 


portunity of ſeeing Mr. Churchill alone, 
rather than announcing her compliance 
in writing, for which purpoſe ſhe re- 
turned to {the breakfaſt- room, and, as 
the could e wiſhed, found only 


Mr. 
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Mr, Churchill, who was waiting with 
impatience an anſwer from Miliſtina : 
he haſtily aroſe on her opening the door, 
and advanced to meet her, with the 
ſtrongeſt expreſſions of pleaſure, ſay- 
ing“ Mifs Berrel is always herſelf 
theſe moments are the moſt precious of 
my life, and the happineſs of my future 
exiſtence depends on them.“ — Miliſtina's 
riſing bluſh had now diffuſed: itſelf over 
her fair face, which added a brilliancy 
to her blue eyes, and ſhe almoſt wiſhed 
ſhe had not ſo readily 10 N 2230 
with bis ane 


Miliſtina We him, by ping 
with impatient expreſſion “ Do tell 
me, Mr. Churchill, what has ariſen to 
call you ſo unexpeRedly from your 


ſiſter at a moment when ſhe ſtands fo 


fo much in want of a brother's af- 
feQionate attention ph, . 
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« I feel highly flattered by the per- 
miſſion Miſs Berrel has honoured me 
with, of communicating the unexpected 
change that this morning has produced - 
in my future plans.—Will Miſs Berrel- 
do me the honeur to read a letter 1 have 
juſt received ?? 


Miliftina was ſo much agitated, that 
it was with difficulty ſhe could fix her 
attention to the letter which Mr. 
Churchill prefented to her, and during. 
the ſhort time it required to read it, 
fixed the penetrating eye of moſt anxi- 
ous attention. The letter was merely 
an official order to join his regiment in 
the Weſt-Indies with all convenient 
diſpatch after the receipt of this —Mi- 
liſtina returned the letter, but it was 
not in the power of her ſoft nature to 
conceal from Mr. Churchill the emo- 
tions the contents produced in her 
heart :—her features ſoon reſumed their 
uſual ſoft . and ſhe ſaid In- 
deed, 
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deed, Mr. Churchill, I am very ſorry 
for the preſent ſad neceſſity of a ſepa- 


ration from your ſiſter —I ſhould too 


be happy, if I thought one other 
would regret the neceſſary ſeparation: 
this aſſurance would more than repay 
me for. all which F muſt too ſoon en- 
counter, when I think of parting with 
all my foul holds moſt dear on earth— 
F tremble at the conflict that . 
me. 99 ' 


“O, Miſs Berrel ! if, in this trying 
moment, you do not ſupport my un- 
fortunate fiſter when my protection is 
withdrawn—to whom will ſhe be con- 
ſigned—to. him who ſhould be the firſt 
friend of. her heart from deſerving it. 
but alas !''——he ſtopped. —Miliſtina 
kindly faid—* I wiſh it was in my 
power to offer comfort, or ſuggeſt any 
future plan for the 5 of your 
nn ſiſter. | 


« It 
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« It is in your power, lovelieft of 
women, to inſure it to her, and to the 
man who preſumes to ſay he adores 
you: a conſeſſion that yeſterday : I 
mould not have dared! to avow, but 
the preſent circumſtances inſpire me 
with a courage I did not know I poſ- 
ſeſſed. He was on the point of aſking 
forgiveneſs of Miliſtina on his knees, 
when. a firm and dignified. look of aſto- 


niſhment in her countenance repelled 


him, and recalled the diſtant reſpe& 


with which he had ever addreſſed Miſs 
Berrel: the full avowal of his affection 


for Miliſtina had ſo ſurpriſed the uſual 


guard, that this truth had, till now, im- 


poſed in his manner of addreſſing this 


amiable girl, that it was only the pre- 

ſent look of Miliſtina, that could re- 
ſore his uſual propriety of manner. At 
this moment ſtrong attachments —a con- 
ſcious impropriety - ere contending for 
the pre- eminence in Miliſtina's breaſt, 


when the delicate correctneſs of cha- 
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rafter, which had marked every act 
of her life, and ſanctioned even her 
thoughts as they occurred, decided it 
right in her preſent ſituation, and di- 
veſted herſelf of almoſt all apparent 
expreſſion but friendly regard: ſne 
very compoſedly, and in the moſt de- 
licate manner, expreſſed her thanks for 
the high opinion he had entertained of 
her, but begged in the preſent moment 


he would conſider her only as the ſin- 


cere friend of his ſiſter, and determine 
what future plan he was to adopt, with 
regard to her being appriſed in her pre- 
ſent ſtate of his immediate departure 
from England, the conſequences of 
which Miliſtina dreaded for Mrs. Shef- 
field, as it precluded the hope of her 
_ deriving the benefit from Briſtol.— 
« How does Miſs Berrel adviſe me to 
28—l vill be abſolutely guided by your 
friendly counſel ?*”*—To which Miliſtina 
_ replied—* If it is poſſible your depar- - 
ture from England muſt be concealed | 

from 
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from your ſiſter, at leaſt till her bealmm 
is ſufficiently eftabliſhed, to reſiſt the 


ſhock her ſpirits will receive from this 
information, deception is admiſſible, and 
even laudable, when its motive. is t6 
ſpare the feelings of theſe who would 


ſuffer materially from a knowledge of 


the truth.—Let me adviſe you, Mr. 
Churchill, to aſſign to your ſiſter, as the 
cauſe of your ſudden departure from 


Briſtol, an immediate order to go on a 


recruiting party in a diſtant country, 
which, though ſhe will lament the ne- 
ceſſity, ſhe will regret only a temporary 
ſeparation, and the difficulty remaining 


will be to account for her not receiving 


letters from you U 


"1 How ſhall © pes my thanks and 
_ gratitude to Miſs Berrel for the only 
mode which kind affection could have 


ſuggeſted to ſave my ſiſter the unea- 


ſineſs which at this time might have been 
fatal to her <0 bleſs the hour 
; 12 that 


\ 
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that preſented Harriet ſach a friend, 
and me the fight of the lovelieſt and firſt 


of Ne 


10 01 Mr. Churchill, you forget how 
ſhort a time is allowed you for neceſlary 
arrangement—l muſt keep you to the 
Point. I will myſelf undertake to prevail 
on Mr. Sheffield to aid (or rather not to 
marr, which is more to be apprehended) 
the deception it will be neceſſary for 
ſome time to keep up with Mrs. Shef- 

field, to conceal the real place of your 

deſtination.— I can only add, you have 
my moſt friendly concern for the un- 
eaſineſs I am aſſured you vill ſuffer in 
parting with your ſiſter.“ 


O heavens!” exclaimed Mr. Chur- 
chill, “ and is there not another in vir- 
tue equal, and the moſt intereſting and 
faireſt of her ſex, from whom I muſt 
tear myſelf,” — Miliſtina found it im- 
poſſible to confine Mr. Churchill's at- 


tention 
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tention ſolely to his ſiſter, and aroſe to 
leave the room, when Mr Churchill's 
ſupplicating tone arreſted her patience 
for only five minutes more to a petition 
he had to make to her:“ Let me con- 
jure you by the friendſhip you have ſo 
ſtrongly evinced for my ſiſter, by all 
your affectionate attention to her, not 
to withdraw its bleſſed conſolation in 
her preſent ſtate by your removal from 
Briſtol at the time you had previouſly 


intended to return to Trent Hall: her 
ſtay here I hope will be ſhort, and when 


ſhe returns to Oak Cover, vill ſo ſe- 


verely feel the loſs of ſuch a friend, 


deſerted by all that is really dear to her 
in her weak declining ſtate, would be 
fatal to her recovery. — Should ſhe be 
worſe, will you promiſe ſtill to give her 


your friendly ſupport :—this aſſurance 


alone can afford me conſolation at the 
painful moment of bidding adieu to an 
only and beloved ſiſter—doubly dear to 


my heart by the. dreadful apprebenfions 


tha. 
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that we may meet no more.” He felt 
too much agitated to proceed. Mi- 
liſtina's tears were falling faſt, and it 
was with difficulty ſhe could articulate, 
« Depend on it, Mr. Churchill, as far as 
] can anſwer for myſelf, I will not leave 
her till ſhe is perfectly recovered, and I 
truſt a ſhort period will reſtore to her 

the proteQting care of her brother. 1 
am happy Henry. is arrived; be will, l 
am ſure, accelerate by any means in his 
power our wiſhes in regard to keepin z 
the ſecret of your military. deſtination 
from Mrs. Shefheld.''—Miliſtina left 
Mr. Churchill before he could pour 
forth his thanks to the dear object of his 
fondeſt love and admiration. 


— 
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CHAP. XV. 


MiLISsTINA found exertion alone 
could ſupport her ſpirits- through the 
painful diſguiſe Which was to veil the 
real ſtate of her heart. It is difficult not 
to over-att our part, when we impoſe a 
behaviour which 1s not regulated by our 
feelings. —Miliſtina had to contend with 
loye, pity, and” apprehenſion, which at 
this moment ſo ſtrongly agitated: her 
ſuſcepuble heart, ſhe was determined 
not to indulge the melancholy train of 
ideas which oppreſſed her by retiring to 
herſelf—eagerly ſought her brother and 
Mr. Sheffield, who had walked out to- 
gether in the hopes of meeting them. 
| Miliſtina took the way to the Wells, and 
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met them on their return. Mr. Shef- 
Held was ſo much pleaſed at the un- 
_ expeRted arrival of Mr. Berrel, that he 

was in high ſpirits and good humour, 
which was juſt the temper of mind Mi- 
liſtina could have wiſhed to have found 
him in: ſhe conſidered it as an arduous 


undertaking to bring him to 1 
wich her wiſhes. 


As the gentlemen advanced, Mi- 
liſtina ſaid—“ 1 have been in purſuit 
of you, as I have ſomething to com- 
municate to you; we muſt therefore 
prolong our walk, and I intreat you, 
Mr. Sheffield, to give\me particular at- 
tention.” 


' Miliftina knew too well that her bro- 
ther would be a ſtrong advocate in pro- 
moting her wiſhes with Mr. Sheffield, 
and in this inſtance ſhe was happy in 
having his ſupporting intereſt with him, 
not knowing the ſtrength of her own. — 

I 2 | She 
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She now gave them the information ſhe 
bad juſt received from Mr. Churchill, 
and expreſſed her earneſt wiſh and preſſ- 
ing requeſt, that Mr. Sheffield would, 


for the preſent, conceal from his wife 


the communication of an event that ſhe 
was ſure would give her great uneaſineſs. 
Mr. Berrel warmly ſeconded his ſiſter's 
well-judged ſuggeſtions, and his heart 
ſtrongly applauded the friendly attention 
of his dear Miliſtina to ſave Mrs. Shef- 
field the pain of knowing her brother 
was to leave England, to encounter the 
noxious climate of the Weſt-Indies. 


Mr. Sheffield gave Miliſtina a very 
filent hearing, and then coolly ſaid 
« | had as ſoon be ſent to the devil as 
to the Weſt Indies: —it's a damn'd ſud- 
den thing—how ſoon is William to be 
off?” i 


« He bas not,” replied Miliflina, 
« told me what day he propoſes leaving 
| Briſtol, 


VVV 


Briſtol; but I conclude, as ſoon as he 
can make the neceſſary preparation and 
arrangement, he vill ſet out from hence, 
and he muſt be in town ſome days pre- 
vious to his departure from England.” 


„ 1'll be-damn'd if I don't go wich 
him to London to attend Taterfall's 
ſale—any thing is better than ſtaying 
here; and Harriet won't get well the. 
ſooner for my. ſtaying in this curſed 
place, which I think is enough to make 
the devil himſelf fick.” 


_ Miliſtina now interrupted him by 
ſaying “ You have not promiſed me 
you will keep the ſecret from Mrs. 
Sheffield.” —To which he replied— 


« Tell me what I am to ſay to Harriet, 


and, upon my foul, I will ſtick" to it as 
cloſe as I can,” 


It was FAR to the heartfelt ſatisfaction 
of Miliſtina and her brother, ſeitled, 
= | that 
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that all they. had to convey. to Mrs. 
Sheffield was, that Mr. Churchill was 


immediately ordered on a recruiting 


party in Yorkſhire, which might detain 


him ſome time. —“ Well,” ſaid Mr, 
Shefheld, © let's all hold together.” — 
Miliſtina undertook to tell her friend 
as much as ſhe wiſhed her to know on 


the yet. 


. Nr. Sheffield repeated his promiſe of 
ſaying whatever Miſs Berrel pleaſed; for, 
rough and unfeeling as he was, and in- 
ſenſible to the charms of the lovelieſt of 
women, his wife, there was a ſoftening 
command in the expreſſion of Miliſtina, 
which, though it did not ſenſibly pleaſe 
him, reſiſted his uſual contemptuous 
manner of addreſſing women: he had 
not yet known Miliſtina long enough to 
be diſagreeably familiar in his beha- 
viour to her.— In every other man ſne 
had impreſſed reſped ful politeneſs in 
their addreſs. 


Miliſtina 
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M.iliſtina found her friend in her 


| dreſſing-room, and was ſoon joined by 
Mr. Churchill, which, very much em- 
; barraſſed her: they now jointly and moſt 
tenderly, communicated to her the tem- 
porary ſeparation which was ſoon to 
take place; which, though a ſevere diſ- 
| appointment to Mrs, Sheffield's pro- 
miſled pleaſure, could cauſe no appre- 
henſion for her brother's ſafety, ſhe 
faid—< I feared; it was too much hap- 
pineſs the ſociety I now enjoy, to be 
inſured to me for a long continuance.”” 
To 8 Mr. Churchill emphatically 
replied— « You have a happineſs, my 
dear Harriet, in reſerve for you, which 
will infinitely compenſate for the loſs of 
a brother, or the firſt ſociety the world 
can ſupply.” This preparation, to what 
Miliſtina knew was to follow, called 
forth her bluſhes, and diſtreſſed 8 
Mrs. Sheffield obſerved Miliſtina's em- 
barraſſment, and vas impatient to diſfi- 
pate it, by ſaying—** That promiſed 
I4 , pleaſure. 
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pleaſure can only be the continuance of 
my valuable friend, Miſs Berrel's ſo- 
ciety, for a longer period than I had 
flattered myſelf. —I know her affec- 
| tionate heart is trembling alive to the 
feelings of others. —I have promiſed 
your brother, as far as depends on my- 
ſelf, I will remain with you tl trac re- 
turn to Oak Cover. 

Milifina now found the exertion of 
her Tpirits fo painful, that ſhe became 
impatient to retire to herſelf—looked at 
her watch, and ſaid—* It is later than I 
- thought it was; I muſt leave you both 
to prepare for dinner.” —* Not till I 
have aſſured you my, dear Miſs Berrel,“ 
ſaid Mrs. Sheffield, how much your 
friendly conſolation has ſoftened to me 
the departure of this much-loved, belt of 
- brothers (looking anxiouſly on Mr. 
Churchill, whoſe eyes were fixed on 
Miliſtina) ; the remembrance of your 
- goodneſs will be as laſting, I truſt, as 
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our friendſhip, which I wiſh as a bleſling 
inſured to me for life.“ 


 Miliſtina felt more forcibly than ſhe: 
could now attempt to expreſs the plea- 
ſure that already had ariſen to her from 
the friendſhip ſhe had formed with one 
of the faireſt examples of a virtuous and 
amiable woman: ſhe could only ſay,“ How 
happy I am, when our ſentiments per- 
fealy agree—in this inſtance they are 
perfectly in uniſon.— I anticipate with 
delight the laſting pleaſure and advan- 
tage I muſt derive from a friend ſo 
formed as to correct my errors, and 
eſtabliſh all the virtues of my heart.“ 


Much as ſhe had wiſhed to be alone 
a few minutes before, ſhe now found 
how unequal ſhe was to ſupport the reat 
truth which now preſented itfelf, that I 
am now ſenſible how dear to my heart 
is the amiable brother of my friend x it 
is the firſt impreſſion it Has ever received 
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and ſupported as it is by eſteem and 
approbation of the qualities of his 
heart, I feel he has made a laſting im- 
preſſion, which no other man can ſup- 


plant, —I will guard this ſecret in my yx 


breaſt, till ſanctioned by the ftri& pro- 
priety+which a longer knowledge of his 
worth will enſure.—I will confeſs it to 
the tendereſt, beſt of parents, from whoſe 
examples I have imbibed all the virtues 
youth can receive, and which 1 pray 


God to en and ſupport. 


Miliſtina. felt a ſoft ſorrow at her 
heart, but derived great comfort from 
the aſſurance that the occurrence of the 
morning had produced, that had aſ- 
ſured her ſhe poſſeſſed the affections of 
the dear object that now ſo much en- 
groſſed her own: every | expreſſion of 

regard from Mr, Churchill occurred to 
her in her own words, ſo faithful was 
her recollection on the preſent occa- 
ſion. She burried the neceſſary arrange- 

ment 
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ment of her dreſs for dinner, and felt 
regret in loſing one moment of the 
few ſhe was now deſtined to paſs with, 
Mr. Churchill. She joined the whole, 
party aſſembled in the drawing-room, 
but found ſhe had not the courage to 
meet the particular direQion of Mr.. 


* Churchill's eyes. —Her brother's pre- 


ſence. was. at preſent a circumſtance 
of particular comfort to her, diveſted 
as it was at this moment of reflection, 
that William, in the dangerous plea- 
ſure he at preſent experienced, in, 
being under the ſame roof with Mrs.“ 
Sheffield — paſſing whole days in her 
ſociety—liſtening to the ſoft accent of 
her voice, and daily beholding the 
beauty of her face, that he was 
hourly. diſarming hig fortitude, and 
the future colour of his days, with 
unavailing regrets and endleſs miſe- 
ries, 
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Ho weakly does apprehenſions for 


the future, oppoſe the gratification of 


our | preſent enjoyments; if we do 


not conceive them to be highly cri- 
minal, it is then it alarms our fears, 
but till then feldom Calls forth | our 
* DIE 11 Ks : : 


_ Mr. Sheffield. in bis uſual abrupt man- 
ner, aſked Mr.- Churchill what day he 
intended to be off; to which Mr. 
Churchill ſaid in a low tone of voice, 
* am forry to fay 1 have fixed it for 


the day after to-morrow.”* Mr. Shef- 


field then declared his intention to ac- 
company him to town. — Mrs. Sheffield 


had not been in the habit of exciting the 


ſmalleſt degree of tender attention or 
ſolicitude from her huſband, conſe- 


quently the preſent information of her. 


abrupt departure in her preſent ſtate of 
health did not in the leaſt ſurpriſe her; 
and fo litde was he capable of contri- 
buting to the comfort or amuſement of 

| his 
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bis wife, that it was impoſſible to regret 


his abſence. Ho ſtrong in virtue, and 


cautiouſly prudent ſhould that woman 
be who has ſolemnly ſworn to her God 


and ſelf, to unite in the ſtrongeſt bonds 
of love and duty, to a man to whom ſhe 


ſhould look up to as a protector and 
friend, and to find ſhe ſtands alone in 
the world with only added duties an- 
nexed by a marriage flate: ſuch was the 


real fituation of Mrs. Sheffield in the 


connection ſhe had formed with a man 
who had not a quality in his diſpoſition 


that could attach affection or fix eſteem : 


the total apathy of his mind preſerved 
the negative goodneſs of his heart. 


Miliſtina now wiſhed to arreſt the mo- 
ments to retard the departure of Mr. 
Churchill; every hour ſhe now paſſed 
in his ſociety became more intereſt- 
ing : ſhe. determined, if poſſible, to 
avoid an interview with him, as ſhe was 


aware he would urge her to write to him, 


182 . 
and ſoftened by the regret ſhe felt in the 
idea of parting with him, ſhe might be 
prevailed on by her weakneſs to accede 
to what her better judgment and ſenſe 
of propriety diſapproved. ' 


CHAP. 
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_ -CHAP. XVI. 


Tart evening previous to Mr. Chur- 
chill's journey was a painful one to 
Mrs. Sheffield, but more ſo to Miliſtina, 
who felt a heavy depreſſion of ſpirits, 
which every hour increaſed. —One of 
the firſt attentions Miliſtina had beſtow- 
ed on herſelf, on her arrival at Briſtol, 
was to procure the beſt piano forte, to 


Which ſhe had recourſe the evening be- 


fore Mr. Churchill left Briſtol, in the vain 

hope of diſſipating her gloomy appre- 
henſions for the future, which had taken 
ſuch ſtrong poſſeſſion of her mind. 


At the requeſt of Mr. Churchill, ſhe 
exerted the powers of a fine harmonious 
| | voice 
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voice in Scotch ballads, and kindly 
turned to thoſe ſhe knew were his fa- 
vourite ſongs. The animated expreſ- 
fion of his countenance, and his enrap- 
| tured attention to her during the exer- 
tion of her melody to charm him, he 
ſtrongly expreſſed the grateful ſenſations 
of his heart for her delicate proof of 
defire to oblige him. 


Mrs. Sheffield took an affectionate 
leave of her brother at an early hour, 
and retired to her apartment, attended 
by her friend. When Mrs. Sheffield had 
in ſome degree compoſed her ſpirits, ſhe 
inſiſted on Miliſtina's returning to af- 
ford her brother confolation by her 
re-appearance.—Miliſtina returned to 
the gentlemen with a viſible altered ex- 
preſſion, cauſed by the ' painful ſenſa- 
tion her ſenſibility had experienced of 
he parting of two people ſo dear to her 
| heart, Mr. Churchill was unequal to 
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aſſume a gaiety he did not feel: —he 
took a chair by Miliſtina. 


Mr. Sheffield and Mr. Berrel were 
engroſſed in converſation, and their at- 
tention devoted to the intereſt of the 
ſubject, which was horſes and dogs. 
After a ſilence of ſome minutes, Mi- 
liſtina's heart ſuggeſted to her the amia - 
ble wiſh of ſoftening, by her friendly 
attention to Mr. Churchill, the painful 
apprehenſion for the future which agi- 
tated the pureſt affections of his heart. 


* Mr. Churchill may depend on my 
tendereſt exertions to ſupport the ſpirits 
of your amiable ſiſter. —Guard for the 
preſent the ſecrecy of your real deſtina- 
tion, and for her ſake be careful to pre- 
ſerve a health fo precious to the future 
happineſs of her life.“ — This conſide- 
ration was .ſo cloſely united- with her 
own peace of mind, that it impofed 
_ an involuntary energy in her expreſſion 
6 that 
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that did not eſcape the ſuſceptible ob- 
ſervation of Mr. Churchill, who was 
only withheld by the preſence of ob- 
ſervers from throwing | himſelf at her 
feet, to acknowlege his grateful emo- 
tions of delight for the anxious ſoli- 
citude Miliſtina had ſo delicately ex- 
preſſed for his future ſafety. This was 
the moſt effectual balm ſhe could have 
adminiſtercd to the preſent depreſſed 
feelings of his heart.— At the painful 
moment of a ſeparation from a beloved 
object, the only conſolation a heart ſuſ- 
ceptible of the ſofteſt affections can re- 
ceive is to meet that reciprocal regret 
congenial to our own feelings; but, alas! | 
ſo ſeldom are our friendſhips and affec- 
tions- united by the happy concord of 
equal and mutual ſenſibility, that we are 
continually wounded by the chilling 
coldneſs of inſenſibility, which acts as a 
painful reproof to our own weakneſs, 
and is really the pure eſſence of a vir- 
tuous heart, which ſhould be nouriſhed 

| | with | 
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with the. tendereſt care to cultivate its 
growth in every young mind, and ſhines +» 
with brighteſt luſtre in the female breaſt 
as its brighteſt ornament. © 5461 


Mr. Churchill and Miliſtina, t&te-a- - 
tete, were interrupted by a ſummons to 
ſupper—he could only ſay—* Suffer me, 
Miſs Berrel, to leave an anxious requeſt 
in writing, which I have not courage to 
make in perſon.” This paſſed as he 
led her into the ſupper-room, and Mi- 
liſtina's preſent impoſed ſilence he in- 
terpreted to his wiſhes as a permiſſion 
on her part, —How : variouſly different 
were the ſenſations of the hearts of the 
preſent party at the table. 


Mr. Berrel expanded by the preſent 
delight of beholding daily the object 
moſt dear to him, which had force to 
repel the intruding ſuggeſtions of future 
ills ariſing from its conſequences: his 
features were animated with pleaſure, 

| and 
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and his attentions were doubled to all 
around him from an internal good- na- 
ture — ſatisfaction ariſing from think- 
ing, he was the happieſt of men. — How 
few, alas! are the moments of keen de- 
light, unoppoſed by the real ills of life, 


and their long attendant train of ima- 


ginary evils, that hourly aſſail us in our 
moſt proſperous gale.— Mr. Churchill 
mentioned his intention of leaving his 
fayourite hunter under Mr. Shefheld's 
care, intending only to take two road 
horſes with him. | | 


Miliſtina remembered the firſt time 
ſhe had feen Mr. Churchill was on this 
favourite and now favoured: hunter, in 
a lane leading to Oak Cover, when his 
irritable mettle had taken alarm at the 
phaeton, and ſhe thought endangered 
the rider ; ſhe now felt an intereſt in him 
for his maſter's ſake, and derived a ſort 


of ſatisfaction in having a favourite of 


Mr. Churchill's left in a place ſhe 
| F was 
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Was likely to remain in ſome time 
longer. 


The clock ſtruck eleven, and re- 
minded Miliſtina, that the period was 
arrived when ſhe was to take leave 
with an impoſed appearance of indiffe- 
rence, when her heart was overflowing 
with tenderneſs: ſhe fat for a few mi- 
nutes in filence, and then aroſe with 
an aſſumed compoſure, wiſhing them 
good night, and vith moſt expreſſive 
ſweetneſs . aſſured Mr. Churchill of her 
moſt ſincere good wiſhes and ſafe re- 
turn to England. Mr. Churchill took 
her hand, which ſhe did not withdraw, 
and he moſt reſpeAfully kiſſed it 
through her glove, ſaying—* Heaven 


guard you!—angels only ſhould be ap- 
pointed to ſuch a truſt.” 


Miliſtina looked Getionatcly' a at | hs 
brother, and wiſhed Mr. Sheffield a 
pleaſant j journey, and Was at the door, 

which 
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which Mr. Churchill held open to catch 
the lait found of her loved voice, and 
more ſtrongly impreſs on his heart the 
recollettion of one laſt expreſſion of the 
fineſt features that could compoſe 
perfect beauty.— Miliſtina involuntarily 
faid, in the fullneſs of her heart“! God + 
bleſs you!—may we ſoon meet again.” 


* 


It was ſome time before Miliſtina 
could ſufficiently compoſe her hurried 
ſpirits to ring for her woman, whoſe 
attendance impoſed a painful reſtraint, 
which haftened her diſmiſſion for the 
night. Left to her own tormenting 
train of ideas, unhappy and diſquieted 
for the future, to fleep was impoſſible: 
ſhe recalled the events of the day, and 
was aſtoniſhed to find ſo ſhort a period 
had produced ſuch . varions different 
ſenſations in her heart, which ſhe was 
not conſcious exiſted. In the morning, 
perplexed and tormented by the ſuc- 
cebſſion of imaginations that crowded on 

her 
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her mind, ſhe ſaw the day break with 
its firſt faint melancholy light on her 
curtains without having cloſed her eyes, 
hen her attention was arreſted from 
that ſubje& which engroſſed her thoughts 
by hearing a gentle foot deſcending the 
ſtairs, and ſtop as it approached her 
door; when the loud voice of Mr. 
Sheffield Are you ready, William?“ 
was anſwered by the gentle tone of 
Mr. Churchill correcting Mr. Sheffield's 
loud alarm, by ſaying—“ You will diſ- 
turb the ladies.“ 


Miliſtina now heard his footſtep 
from .her door going down ſtairs; and 
ſhortly after the chaiſe, which was in 
waiting for the travellers, received 
them, and drove furiouſly off, Mi- 

liſtina, ſent a thouſand anxious wiſhes : 
for the ſafety of a man who ſhe felt 
had already ſecured the lafting poſ- 
ſeſſion of her heart :—unable to ſleep, 
and haraſſed in mind and body, ſhe 


aroſe 


192 LIS TINA. 


aroſe impatient to ſee Mrs. Sheffield, 
in whom ſhe had long traced the like- 
neſs of Mr. Churchill, and was now 
become the intereſting reſemblance of 
her deeply-rooted affeQion; ſo all- 
powerful is love to detach the mind . 
from near and dear intereſt that en- 
groſſed it, that Miliſtina's heart had 


for a ſhort period been eſtranged from 


the contemplation of the objects of her 
fondeſt affeQion, whoſe images had been 
there impreſſed: and, united with every 
hope and fear that in preſent or future 
imagination had ſuggeſted, ſhe had ever 
conſidered her parents as her dearer 
ſelf, and a very ſhort time had elapſed 


| ſince her heart had aſſured her no af- 


fection could have ſuperceded that 
which nature had ſo ſtrongly implanted. 
How bleſt was Miliſtina in having ever 
found her firſt duty the pure ſource 
from which ſhe had derived the happi- 
neſs of her life; in this inſtance prin- 


_ ciples had ever aQtuated her conduct. 


Miliſtina 


— 
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Miliſtina recalled her thoughts, and, for 


the firſt moment of her life, found it 
neceſſary to direct them to the recol- 


lection of the loved inhabitants of her 
dear native home: having repoſed every 


ſecret thought of her heart with thoſe 


who had ſo much contributed to form 
its perfeQion, ſhe felt a conſcious Tource 


of impropriety in having admitted ſen- 
timents unſanQtioned by their approba- 


tion. Unpradtifed in art and eonceal- 
ment, ſhe wiſhed her father and mother 
could have read her heart on the fubje& 


of its new-formed attachment; and cor. 


rected all the errors of a Judgment bak 
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CHAP. XVII. 


MiLISTINA found Mrs. Sheffield 
languid and low, in conſequence: of a 
bad night, and a deeper heftic. bluſh on 
her cheek than ſhe had ſince her ar- 
rival at Briſtol, which alarmed her tears, 
and devoted her particular attention to 
her, The ladies were ſhortly joined by 
Mr. Berrel, whoſe intereſting and tender 
attention to Mrs. Sheffield was con- 
ſoling and gratifying to her in her pre- 
ſent weak ſtate of health and ſpirits, and 
ſuch a ſtriking contraſt to the rough 
unfeeling manner of Mr. Sheffield to 
this lovely woman, that he was a dan- 
gerous companion to diſcerning ſen- 
fibility: he attended them to the Wells, 
a Ren breakfaſt, propoſed amuſing 

F them 
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them by reading to them during their 
morning's different occupations, which 
thoy gladly accepted. Nane T2 A TAR TR 
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MIiliſtina excelled in kia Aron 
likeneſſes, and had juſt painted a highly- 
finiſned miniature of her friend Mrs. 
Sheffield, which, unknown to Miliſtina, 
ſhe had ſent by Mr. Churchill to be 
ſet in town, leaving the entire direction 
of it to his taſte, and, if Mr. Sheffield's 
| Nay admitted of it, he was to bis it 
with NG at "ou return. 


Milifins fought” the pifture in vin, 
and the idea ſuggeſted itſelf that Mr. 
Churchill had taken it with him to the 
Weſt Indies—a reſemblance of the dear 
original, his fifter, which reſtrained her 
enquiries. Affection w iſpered, it will 
be not leſs valuable to him as the pencil 
of Miliſtina. This ſuppolition pleaſed 
her—ſhe applied ing, to another be. 
cupation. . 

N K 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Sheffield was equal to any exer- 
tion; knotting was the employment of 
her fingers, and her attention was ſolely 
devoted to the book Mr. Berrel had 
ſeleèdted: he read moſt. agreeably—the * 
mornings paſſed moſt rapidly. Mrs. 
Sheffield's health obliged her to abſent 
herſelf at an early hour in the evening, 
which left Miliſtina alone with her bro- 
ther; when, with the prudent affection 
of a true friend, ſhe admoniſhed him of 
the danger which awaited the indulgence 
of pleaſure, which, even in the firft 
inſtance, was in a degree criminal, and 
the bane of his future peace. Was it 
only the fair form and bewitching 
ſweetneſs. of my friend that had power- 
fully excited your admiration, I ſhould 
not be ſo much alarmed, 'my dear 
Henry; but when to theſe attractions 
are united all the virtues of the ſoul, it 
calls forth enthuſiaſtic eſtimation, which 
ſanQions our affeQtions for an object 
which is removed, by the moſt ſacred 
barrier, 


N1LIS TINA. 197 


Barrier, from every conſideration but 
friendly regard, and the ills which muſt 
conſequently attend a longer indulgence 
of the fatal pleaſure you experience in 
the fociety of a charming woman who 
is devoted to another. Let me urge 
your return to Trent Hall; your peace 
of mind is hourly endangered by a 
longer ſtay; I am the only colour of 
propriety to your remaining here in the: 
abſence of Mr. Sheffield. To be the 
inſtrument of happineſs to my loved 
brother, founded on the firm baſis from 
approving virtue, what heartfelt delight. 
would it enſure to me but, in this in- 
ſtance, alas! my affection compels me 
to alarm and guard you againſt your- 


ſelf. 55 


Mr. Berrel's character was ſo happily 
compoſed of well-judging diſcernment, 
and ſo ſtrong in virtue, that his paſſion: 
never blinded his high ſenſe of recti- 
tude ; he called his filter his guardian 

ge © 3. | angel, 
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a 


angel on all occaſions, acceded to the 
ſtrict propriety of all ſhe ſaid, and pro- 
miſed to tear himſelf from the enchant- 
ing object —awakened from the fatal 
dream of happineſs which had, for a 
time, lulled in forgetfulneſs the conduct 
he had preſcribed to himſelf.—“ Alas 
my ſiſter, already is my tranquil ſtate of 
mind diſturbed: from the firſt moment I 
_ beheld your lovely friend, I have been 
_ a ſtranger to that gaiety of heart which, 
till now, has heightened every pleaſure, 
and refiſted the little evils of that tem- 
porary diſappointment which the happieſt 
are not exempt from. I now find one 
object engroſſes my ſoul :—it is you 
only, my Miliſtina, can arm me with the 
courage to reſiſt the charms of the firſt 
woman who has ever made a ſerious 
impreſſion on my heart. Receive my 
ſolemn aſſurance that I will never, even 
in thought, deviate from virtue's ſtricteſt 
rule; I will leave Briſtol in two days, 


| and drive from my recollection, as 
much 
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much as poſſible, every object I leave 
in it but the beſt of ſiſters and friends.“ 


Miliſtina was not equal to the added 
weight of painful emotion the tender 
concern for her brother excited, which 
called forth tears which had not flowed 
on' the departure of Mr. Churchill— 
« Your ſecret, my Henry, will reſt for 
ever ſacred in my heart; all my appre- 
henfions are fatally realized, and I have 
been innocently aeceſſary to deſtroying. 
the peace of my loved brother! May 
God ever ſupport the virtuous exertions 
of your fouF;—I know Ou: _— and 
rely on its dictates.“ e 


| Mr. Berrel ind * ſiſter ſeparated 
for the night. The fatal truth ſhe had 
juſt heard ſo deeply abſorbed her 
thoughts, as to diſſipate the ideas which 
had before ſo totally engroſſed them. 
Vain regrets for the paſt, and painful 
anticipation for the future, clouded 

. the 
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the preſent, and darkened the. future 


proſpett of this lovely girl; ſhe felt un- 


happy, and almoſt repented the promiſe 
ſhe had given Mr. Churchill of con- 
tinuing with his ſiſter ſo. much longer 


than ſhe had at firſt intended: when the 
recollection of her fick friend, deſerted 
by her huſband; deprived of the pro- 
tecting tenderneſs. of her brother, con- 
demned the wiſh ſo haſtily. formed of 
robbing her of her now only remaining 
comfort the confolation of her friend 
ſhip: the letters ſhe had that morning 
from Trent Hall were the only circum-, ' - 
ſtances of pleaſure that had ariſen, to 
Miliſtina ſince Mr. Churchill's depar- 


ture; her excellent parents highly ap- 
proved of Miliſtina's remaining with 
Mrs. Sheffield to ſupport her ſpirits, fo 


eſſentlal to the reſtoration of her health, 


which they hoped a fhort period would 
effect, and reſtore to them their loſt 


treaſure, without the poſſeſſion of which 
real happineſs. and enen was ba- 


niſhed 
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niſned from Trent Hall. Sir George 
and Lady Berrel rejoiced. that the firſt 
fortnight of her abſence was at an 
end, and the aſſurance that their loved 
daughter was in health, and adminiſter- 
ing friendly attention to an amiable and 
deſerving woman, conſoled them for the 
protratted ſeparation: their affectionate 
letters was a balm to the wounded peace 
of their dear Miliſtina. 


Mrs. Sheffield had very flowly gained 
benefit from the Briſtol waters, but ſo 
fufficiently as to encourage Miliſtina in 
the pleaſing hope, that it would ulti- 
mately re-eſtabliſh her health. Mrs. 
Sheffield was too weak to walk farther 
than the Wells, but for two mornings. 
had prevailed on Miliſtina, and her 
brother, to extend their walk, and ſhe 
would prepare a good breakfaſt, for 
them at their return, —The morning 


previous to Mr. Berrel's return to Trent 


Hall being remarkably fine, Mrs. Shef- 
K 5 „ 
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field urged them to prolong their walk, 


which, as Miliſtina wiſhed to have ſome 


converſation with her brother previous 
to his departure, ſhe acceded to, and 
determined to return to the Wells, by 
way of proſcribing the limits of their 


walk, that they might not exceed the 


uſual hour of Mrs. Sheffield's breakfaſt : 

Juſt as they had reached the Wells, 
the figure of a miſerable amaciated form 
of a young man ſtruck Miliſtina's parti- 


cular attention; he was walking, or ra- 


ther crawling, ſlowly, and ſupporting 
himſelf on the arm of a very young 
girl, who did not appear to be fixteen : 
ſhe had the early roſes of blooming 
health on her cheeks with that beautiful 
roundneſs of features of extreme youth: 


the young man was a melancholy pic- 
ture of decay—a regimental great coat 
hung on his figure, which was like a bent 


Rick; his legs from feeblenels, a death- 
like paleneſs, and drawn features with 
we half cloſed, had fo altered the 

whole 
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whole expreſſion of this unhappy ob- 
ject's former countenance, that though 


Miliſtina thought it bore a fad reſem- 


blance of a face ſhe had ſeen, it was 


not ſtrong. enough to fix her recol-- 


le&ion.—On her return, ſhe again paſſed 
them, and ſaid “ I am ſure, Henry, I 
have ſeen that poor man ſomewhere in 


his happier days.” —A gentleman now 


joined Mr. Berrel that he had aflight 
acquaintance with; at the requeſt of Mi- 
liſtina, he aſked him the name of the object 
leaning on a young girl who they had juſt 
paſſed, when to their joint 'aſtoniſhment 

they learnt, that it Vas the remnant that 
remained of the late diſſipated profli- 
gate Viſcount Severn— that the lady 


was his young wife —that he was in a 


deep decline when he married ber 
that the Earl of Farnborough, the proudeſt 


nobleman of the realm, had, in conſe- 


quence of his miſalliance, renounced 


him for ever. —Miliſtina, aſtoniſhed at 
this information, ſoon ſubfided' into 


K 6 compaſſion 


— 
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_ compaſſion for the object which had ex- 
cited it: they eagerly enquired the 


former name of Lady Severn, which 
the gentleman, who had communicated. 
the intelligence, did not know, but that 


ſhe was the eldeſt daughter of a clergy- 
man of gogd character, who had been 


the approved tutor to the ſon of a 


man of faſhion, whoſe name he had 
forgot. 


This was all the information they 
could receive from this gentleman, 
which awakened Mr. Berrel's curioſity 


on the ſubje&: he afterwards met at the 


coffee-houſe an old aſſociate of, Lord 
Severn's, from whom, to his aſtoniſh= 
ment, he learned that Lady Severn 
was the daughter of his eſteemed friend 
and tutor, the Reverend Mr. Errold.— 
The progreſs of his marriage was as 


follows: — Lord Severn had, by a ſue- 


ceſsful run at play, wiped out the eld 


go of his play-debts, and was con- 
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8 in pocket: he had new equi- 
pages, and all the parade of ſhow, en- 
gaged in every ſcheme of folly and diſ- 
fipatior that could corrupt the heart, 
and injure che health the former work 
was fully completed, the latter remained 
to be accompliſhed :—youth and ſtrength 
gave way to the ſucceſſidn of trials a 
ftrong conſtitution had for a time re- 
ſiſted— rapid was its decline. The un- 

happy obſtinacy of his nature had never 
yielded to counſel on any occaſion. It 
was in vain that his mother urged him, 
by the perſuaſive language of affeQtion, 
to have the beſt medical aſſiſtance, and 
attend to his health: ſhe intreated him 
to ſet out immediately for the Caſtle, aſ- 
ſuring him his native air, and maternal 
affedtion attentions, would be the moſt 
natural and probable means of reſtoring 
him. —Enervated by exceſſes, enfeebled 
by illneſs, he was no longer equal to 
frequent the reſort of his unworthy com- 
panions in vice, who were not quite ſo 


far 
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far advanced in the fatal conſequence of 
its deſttuctive career as Lord Severn : 
from the moment he abſented himſelf 
they blotted him out of their remem- 
brance, as much as if he had never ex- 
-  .Iſted: the happy few who. had with- 
. drawn'themſelyes from this baneful ſo- 
ciety, with the determination of reclaim- 
ing only, remembered Lord Severn 
with ſhame that they had ever known. 
him. The heavy languor of increaſing 
indiſpoſition neceſſarily confined him 
to his lodgings : he ſeldom rofe till af- . 
ternoon, when he walked a few ſteps to 
Owen's—read, or rather looked at the 
papers—gratified a favourite thirſt by 
the fineſt freſh fruits hot-houſes could; 
ſupply at any price ;, when. he got into 
his phaeton, which was always an hour 
in waiting every morning in Bond- 
ſtreet, with four horſes in hand, fo 
well-trained as to give him very little 
trouble or exertion in driving them, he 
was s followed by two grooms on the fineſt: 
blood 


| CY 
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blood horſes, who attracted the envious 
eyes of the dealers in town: the uſual 
drive was round the Park, and on the 
1 King's Road, or Iſlington; he fre- 
- quently made a ſhort viſit to Mrs. 
Himerton, who had a ſmall houſe there 
that her huſband had juſt completed be- 
fore his death, to go to on Saturday 

night, and return on Monday morning 
- - to open ſhop. —He had by indefatigable 
induſtry ſaved ſome. money: he was a 
Hoſier and Draper in an old-eſtabliſhed 
ſhop in the city.—Mr. Himerton had 
married a woman in his own line of 
life, and having no children, were very 
much at their eaſe. 


Mrs. Himerton was a diſtant couſin 
of Mrs. Errold, the late Heſter Aber- 
ford, and had noticed from her infancy 
her eldeſt daughter, Miſs Errold, and 
when ſhe became a widow, invited her 
to come and paſs ſome time with her. 
She was now retired for the remainder 


of 
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ef her life from buſineſs, and ſettled in 
very comfortable circumſtances in her 
houſe near the Iſlington Spa. She had 
accidentally become . acquainted with: 
Lord Severn, from being in a party his 
Lordſhip had joined in Kenſington Gar- 
dens, and had loſt no opportunity of im 
proving it on every. occaſion that pre- 
ſented itſelf; and often thought half the 
young men ſhe ſaw in phaetons her ac- 
quaintance Lord Severn : ſhe flattered: 
his vanity by ber noiſy. expreſſions of 
extreme admiration of the - moſt beauti-- 
fulleſt phaetons and horſes in town, 
which as ſhe ſometimes attended an old: 
lady, who called for: her in her Sunday. 
airing in the Park, had frequent oppor-- 
tunities of admiring him and his equi-- 
page, which ſhe never failed to do when 

a happy ſtop infured Lord Severn's 
hearing her exclamation of —+ O 
there's that charming man Lord Severn, 
and thoſe beautiful creatures—'tis the _ 
grandeſt ſhew in the Park;” and ad- : 


vancing 


x b 209 
| vancing her perſon, ſo completely ob- 
ſtructed the view of the old lady her 


companion, __ ſhe was continually 
faying. to her“ Lord, Ma' am, there's 


| his Lordſhip paſſed again, and you ha'n't 


ſeen him—dear heart, how provoking it 
is.” The good old lady's eyes were 
ſoon ſo fatigued in looking after him, 
that ſhe. ceaſed to diſcern all other ob- 
jects.— Mrs. Himerton had given: Lord 
Severn fo prelſing an invitation to 
honour her vith a call ſome day he droe 
that way with his beautiful creatures, 
that, having nothing better to do, he 
would gratify her. She could not find 
words to expreſs her delight and admira- 
tion. When his Lordſhip in his grand 
equipage ſtopped at her door, ſhe was 
ſitting with her couſin Heſter, who was 
juſt returned from a boarding) ſchool— 
a fine girl wich her hair in a hundred 
pappilots of brown paper, as ſhe was to 
attend Mrs. Himerton to a large dreſt 
tea aux in the evening, ſhe ſaid— 
159 | cc Run 
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« Run and hide yourſelf, my dear, his 
Lordfhip will be frightened to death to 
ſee ſuch a figure; but the girl pleaded 

fo ſtrongly the anxious defire ſhe had to 
ſee his Lordſhip, and his phaeton, that 
ſhe heard Mrs. Himerton talk ſo much 
of, that ſhe no longer oppoſed it, only 
charged her to make a proper apology 
for her dreſs to his Lordſhip.— The 
loud burſt of acknowledgments ſhe 
poured forth for this honour on his 
entering the door, ſaved him the trou- 
ble of an Wann en on his 
firſt "oe. N 5 


Lord Sever gave his new „ acquaint- 
ance ſome credit for the diſcernment ſhe 
had ſhewn on her admiration of his well- 
appointed parade. Mrs. Himerton in- 
troduced her couſin, Miſs Errold, telling 
him Heſter was dying to ſee his Lord- 
| ſhip, and them beautiful horſes, and that 
ſhe had promiſed to give her a fight of 
them the very firſt opportunity, not 

dreaming 
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dreaming of the honour of ſeeing his 
Lordſhip.— Lord Severn had the trou- 
ble of refuſing various different things 
Mrs. Himerton propoſed to him, as re- 
freſhments after his drive. He, made 
but a ſhort viſit, promiſing to repeat it 
very ſoon. Mrs. Himerton and Miſs 
Errold attended him to the door to feaſt : 
their eyes by looking at her favourites. 
His Lordſhip wiſhed them good morn- 
ing, and applying his long whip to the 
leaders, ſtruck the foot-board with his 
foot, and with apparent dexterous ſkill 
drove off, —Mrs. Himerton and her 
couſin both longed to have had a ride to 
town with him: ſhe eagerly ſaid 
«© Well, my dear, how do you like my 
friend Lord Severn? an't he quite the 
gentleman, and monſtrouſly genteel ?”* 
Miſs Errold was a good-natured artleſs 
hoyden, with plain common ſenſe un- 
cultivated, and though her manners and 
addreſs were not intereſting, ſhe was 
not vulgar, and had diſcernment enough 


Ea 
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to know that her couſin was. Her re 
ply to Mrs. Himerton was—“ Why I 
don't much like Lord Severn, he is ſo- 
horrid pale and fickly..—I do not know 
what he might be if he was in health, 
vith his hair dreſſed his head looks as if 
it had not had a comb run through it 
for the the laſt ſix weeks, and though a 
young man, he has a bald place at the 
top of his ge Mr you” not ob- 
exve i:? i 


What does that matter, you little 

fool!“ “O! as to. his phaeton, I ſhould: 
of all things like to ride in it all day 
| long.” The noble viſitor Mrs. Hi- 
merton had received in the morning en- 
groſſed her thoughts and converſation. 
for the remainder of the day, and gave 
her a conſcious ſuperiority and conſe- 
quence, which ſhe failed not to diſplay 

in the evening party ſhe was engaged to, 
which ſhe attended. an hour ſooner than 

uſual, ſo n was ſhe to commu- 

nicate 
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micate to the company the very flatter- 
ing diſtinction Lord Severn had honour- 
ed her with, and very much exaggerated 
the length of his viſit.— Mrs. Himerton 
was ſomewhat embarraſſed by one of 
the ladies preſent aſking her how long 
he had been acquainted with him, and 
whoſe ſon he was, or if it was a firſt title, 
and the degree of his rank; to which ſhe 
could only reply— I know he is one 
of our noblemen— that is, he is an Eng- 
liſh peer, Madam; that you may be ſure of 
by the name.“ There is nothing Scotch 
or Iriſh: in it,“ ſaid an old lady, one of 
the firſt in conſequence of che party; and 
ſhe  added—* I think his Lordſhip is 
one of our, Engliſh Barons, but the Red 
Book will ſet us all to rights,” addreſſing 
herſelf to the lady of the houſe, who. la- 
mented ſhe never had a red book that | 
for her part ſhe could never underſtand 
them — they had no beginning or ending 
to them. Their next enquiries were, if 

Lord Severn was a married man; when 
| Mrs 
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Mrs. Himerton prudently ſaid, “J never 
heardas he was, but the next time I have 
the honour to ſee him, my maid ſha} 
aſk one of his Lordſhip's ſervants—he 
keeps a fight of them. “ Pray where 
is his Lordſhip's town houſe? and what 
part of England is his country ſeat 
in?” —Theſe were unfortunate queſtions 
for Mrs. Himerton, who could only plead 
ignorance, but determined ſhe would be 
well informed in every particular re- 
lating to him, by ſending to town the 
next morning for the Court Calendar, in- 
tending to make herſelf miſtreſs of this 
highly important ſubject before their 
next weekly meeting: —that is, Heſter 
was to ſeleQ all the knowledge from it, 

as Mrs. Himerton was in the ſame predi- 
cament of the lady of the houſe, had 
never had recourſe to the: Calendar for 
information.” 9 DIE)? 910-3180: e 21 
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Miſs Errold heard: all the intereſting 


converſation that had paſſed without 
ſpeaking, 
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Ipeak ing, but had ſenſe enough to have 
found s perle of ny ſociety of 
much of ber time wit; Sbe always 
returned from theſe parties with the 
fatigue of idleneſs, and was in a pro- 
found ſleep the moment her head was 
on her pillow.— No cares for the fu- 
ture intruded their anxieties on her 
young mind : ſhe owed her happineſs 
to a continual flow of animal ſpirits 
every thing that occurred gave. her 
pleaſure—application only was diſa- 
greeable to her volatile diſpoſition, 
Her heart had formed 1o real affec- 
tion—ſhe , conſidered all her ſchool 
acquaintance as her friends :—ſhe had 
no recollettion of her mother, and 
had 'been ſo little with her father, 
that ſhe only felt a dutiful attach- 
ment to him as a parent.—The even- 
ing coach brought the Court Calen- 
dar, and er ſoon found out the 

degree 


216 M1 LISTIN A. 


degree of rank Lord Severn bore.— 
Mrs. Himerton made herſelf fully ac- 


quainted with his noble family, and 
every branch of it. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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